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For The Inguier | ELEFTHERICS ROGTANS
Central Bucks East's Brad Bernhard (30) finds an opening for a few rushing yasds. He scored Morih's first louchdawn on a B-yard run in the
second quarter of Saturday night's 21st annual Bucks County Lions Clubs All-Star foolball game, won by the North squad

Young Jems are a polished softhall team

There is just one senior on the
roster, As many as four
freshmen may start. They are
one win from the state final.

v Beth Onul

INGUERRR CORRESFINDENT

The Villa Joseph Marie softball team is
yOUng, very young, but not so young. says
ane of its sophomore starters, that the Jems
don’t realize just what they've accomplished
so far this season

"We're young, 1o @ point,” said catcher
Chris Duncan. “But not really. *1 think ev.
erybody is pretty much softball experi-
enced. And aur juniors and (lone semior
Kim |McAnany| keep us together. As a team,
we're prepared for anything ™

‘The Jems (17-5), who have anly ohe senior
an the roster and starl a5 many as four
freshmen, meet District 11 champion Nogth-
ern uhul'n at 4 pum. today al Morgantawn (1
& PLAA Class AA state semifinal game Mor-

gantown was the site of Villa Joseph Marie's
first state win, o dromatic 2.1 win over Ann-
villeCleona on June 3 when the Jems ral-
lied for two runs with two outs in the bot-
tom of the seventh {nning.

“The best part about this team is that we
dunt let epch other get down,” Duncan said.
“Everybody is nlways rooting for each other
and that helps give us confidence.”

‘The Bulldogs (244} have reached the state
semifinals three times in the last four ses-
sons, missing only last year when they were
upset in their district tournament.

The Bulldogs feature senjor Vanessa
Stroho on the mound. A hardthrowing
righthander who also mixes her piiches
well, Siroho allowed 1wo runs on three hits
in the first inning of her tewm's 82 win over
Riverside in the quarterfinals on Thursday,
but then limited her opponents to twa hits
over the next six innings. Also the leam's
leadodl batter, Stroho carries nearly a S00
batting average and had three hits in that
quarterfinal win, A good base runner wha
has more than 40 stolen bases (his season,

Stroho will play next year for Kumzown

“1 think we just have 10 play like we have
Jems cosch Tom Beauchemin said
“That's the anly way We can make people
gain respect for us”

The status of one of the Jems' freshmen is
in question. Starting second baseman Tricia
Gunn was hit in the face with o foul tip
while batting in the Jems' &4 quarterfinal
victory ngainst Lewisburg on Thursday, If
Gunn, who suffered swelling around her
nose and two black eyes, is unable to play,
her older sister Jenn, a junior, would move
from left field to second base while fresh-
man Melissa Murphy would play left field

Beauchemin would not comment on who
would be his starting pitcher — senior Kim
McAnany or {reshman Katie Reifsnyder.
MeAnany started The Lewishurg game, but
Reifsnyder got the win in relief. When not
pitching. Reifsnyder strengihens the de-
Tense by starting as shortstop.

South,

By Frank Bertucei
IRQUIRER, CORRESPONIENT

WARMINSTER — This turned out
1o be the kind of game Mike Frlund-
son had expected.

Bur he thought it would happen
last fall, not on a night in June,

Council Rock's Sfoot11, 190-
pound senior, who missed all but
one game last season due to & bro-
ken left leg, returned one kickoff
for & 93-yard touchdown, rushed for
73 yards on five carries, and was
named his team's most valuable
player (n the North's 3417 win over
The South in the 21st annual Bucks
County Lions Clubs All-Star foothall
game Saturday night ot William
Tennent

"This is exnetly how | wanted it to
be," he said. "I'm lucky. | get in situ-
atlons where | get great offensive
linemen and they make me look
good.

1 thought he was a little tenta-
tive, but who can blame him * sald
North ccach Mike Pettine of Central
Bucks West. “He became more ex.
plosive a3 the game went on.”

Erlandson’s big play was the kick
off return midway through the sec-
and peried.

The South had just scored on o 20
| yard passand-run ploy from quar-
| terback Jeff Arndt (Pennsbury) to
Neshaminy's Jason Hunter to take o
97 lond

Erfandson took the kickolT an his
T.yard line, slmost walked the first
10 yards 1o get behind his blocking
wedge, teok o look at his options,
and then broke outside 1o his left
and down the North sideline into

Il | the end aome.

“It was more fun pointing to all
the guys in the stands after that,” he
said

That TD put the North into the
lond for good at 139 They dded
three rushing TDs in the second
half, by Central Bucks East’s Jason
Kaornbin (19 yards), C.B West's
Luke Maroney (3 yards) and Penn
ridge's Doag Moore (1 yard)

“We had 40 guys. and they all
showed up from duy of
* sald Pettine. “That was a

North whlp

33-17

The Council Rock senior missed most of the season
with a broken leg. His MVP night, which included a
93-yard TD return, helped break the South,

good sign."

The teams were required to throw
af least 15 passes by the rules of the
game, and both conches — Petting
and Harry § Truman's Jan Cechak
with the South — didn't go far be-
yond that. North quarterback Brian
Thackery (CB. East) attempled
unly 15 passes (lour completions, 41
yarus), while Arndi threw 20 (efght
completions, 70 yands)

Most of the yurdage was gained on
the ground. Eleven North players
combined for 306 yards, led by Ten-
nent's Julian Eichert (five carries,
96 yards).

Neshaminy's Tim Smith led the
South with 159 yards on 14 carries
and was named his team'’s MVP.

But all of that was overshadowed
by Erlandson's comeback from his
broken leg. At one paint, with & min.
tiles, #0 seconds to play n the game,
he came off the field pulling at his
blue jersey and sald, “Thm's
enough.” But Pettine put him back
in the game and he carried the ball
wiee more n the fourth period, for
gains of 32 and M yards

“This was sweet,” Erlandson suid,
ond sdded that he did it all while
wearing Council Rock teammate
Stove Taylar's pants

‘That couldnt isve been a tight it
because Toylat outweighs Erland
son by about 60 pounds.

“He comldn fit into them,” Er.
landson soid

Erlandson, who will attend Ship.
pensburg in the fall, also made a
\oochdownsaving tackle on Tru
man's Marvel Rogers on a fourth
period kickoff return,

“That was the first tackle | ever
made in a game, and | had to wali
until my last high school game to do
i1, he pointed out

1§ ed like h
best for 1h

saved all of his




