Football Notehook

As Smith goes, so go the Colonials

By Rick (FHrien

¥ BRI STARF
I's not difficult o see how
much Ericl Smith means to the
Plymouth Whitemarah foorhall
esm.

In the five pames that Smith
started and played the full 43

ites, the Colonials emerged
vietorious. When the senier full-
back and outside lincbacker
was not en the feld in the late
rning of ene closely played con
test and d another, the
squad suffered defeats.

“He's a terrific football player
on hoth sides of the kall,”™ Ply-
mouth Whiternarsh coach Joe
Lacovict said. "He does it all for
us. He plays with a ot of heart
aan] emotion,”

The 5-font-8, 170-pound Smith
senred from the Tvard line mid

vary through the fourth quarter
s the host Celenials turaed
back Hatboro-Horsham, 60,
urday in a Suburhan One
League American Conference
crnss-divisional marchup.
Peating its third straight viere
rv, Plvmouth Whitemarsh iz 5-2
wverall and 3-1 in the Freadom
Division, The Hatters are 33
overall and 2-1 in the Liherty
Divisinn.
Flaying defense in the fourth
qum'le:‘ ef a Sept. 13 rmatchup

against Council Rock South,
Smith was ajected for thmmg
i puiich at an opposing play
The Golden Hawks scorcd sev-
erval plays later and won, 2120,
L didn't throw a punch ac the
plaver,” Smith said. “The refar-

ee migread what happened on
the play, 1 was trying to punch
the ball put of his hands."

The  controversial ejection
brought with it a one-game sus-
pension. With Smith et of the
lineup, the Colonials were rout-
ed by Uppar Merion, 2 Tha
division-leading  Vikings {6-0,
30} are ranked No. 4 in South-
eastern Pennsylvania by The In
quirer.

“It was really tough m
that game,” Smith said.
was nne of the higgest games of
the seagon, [ wanted to show
everyone that we're boetter than
them,"

Againat  Hathoro-Horsham,
Smith rushed 25 rimes for 102
vards,

“He's gor good apeed, vizion
and cutting ability,” lacowiti
said. "He's a determined run-
ner. He hreaks tackle:

Snuith his Blecked lwo punls
this wear. In & season-opening
win over LaSalle, the 17-year-
old returned & punt blocked by
senior (eammale Steve Le 20
yarda for a score.

Ta its fi

Tlymauch

ielded an av-

ETHEE nf &6 pointa and posted
twn shutouts,

“It’s mot fust me on defense,”

Smith said. “We have twe of the

top linebackers in the anea | se-
v and Tom

niors Eric Seokl

playing very well”

Pulling together. Despite losing
fullback and defensive end

Geolf Doaalue to injury in the

Southeastern Pennsylvania Football Top 10

Records m.'wgh yas?em\s

lirst quarter, D
aged a 24-14 win ar North Penn
in i key Suburban One Leagoe
KNational Conference Patriot Di-
vigsion matehup on Saturday.

Donahue twisted his ankle
while running the hall. The &2,
240-pound senior s expected
hack for Saturday's division
game againsi
West (52, 1-0)

“We teok him oul because we
didn't want o cause any extra
awelling and possihly lme himn
lor the rest ef the
shaminy coach Mark Lhrrudt
sald.

The winning score against the
Enights (4-2, -1} came on a 48-
vard screen pass lrom senior
quarterhack Joe Crostarosa to
Junior running hack Hodaey
Davis with 2 minutes, 35 sec-
ands lelt in the game.

Senior duelensive back Brian
Burke provided an insurance
seore less than o minute later,
picking off & pass and returning
it &0 yards.

Other leaders on defense for
the fifth-ranked Redsk
20 were middle
Zach Arnhold and cornerhack
Dive Gates, both juniors, Gates
recovered a fumble and blocked
a A-vard Tield geal try in (he
tourth quarter.

“Guys sreppad up and made
some big plays,” Schmidl said,
“We did a great job of covering
the whole field."

Title contender. Wait anorher

1. 5t Josepih's Prep 7-0 assed far 178 yards.
mal- 5 hewningtown 70 G Matt Felm rushed for 102 ys;ds"a‘dsms, W.C. East.
3. Strath Haven 70 Dan Cannar scared four TOS in a rout of Marple Newtowrn,
‘4, Upper Meron &0 The atreaking Vikings wiaiz Upper tonight at 7. =
5. Meshaminy B-1  The Redsking' staunch defenss was oo mudh Tor Norlh Penn,
B, ar “a-1  End Jarrod Wiliams had fve 3olo tackles againat Makvemn Prep.
7 F'n[l.stﬁwn G0 Will Upper Perkiomen Do the firsst io score against the Trojans?
8. " &0 Rain moved the Pamthers’ game against Socuderon to tonight.
Central Bucks 8. Malvern Prap 2-3  The Friars were done in by Tory MoDevill and a muddy field,
0. Sun Valley -0 |t should not be a cakewalk against improved Garnet Valley,

Under consideration Misted alphabeticallyl: La Salle (5-2], Morth Penn [(4-2), Pennridge (4-2),

Ridley(5-1). Roman Catholic [6-1).

week before declaring Sun Val-
ley as a lock te claim the South
ern Chester County  League
champicnship.

Garnet Valley, 5-1 overall, is
4-0 in league play heading into
Friday nights pivatal matchup
against the Mo 10 Vanguards
u-u A1)

niors Rick Dunlap and
Dcrc.k cr combined for 134
rushing vards as the visiting
Jagmars recorded & 24-7 win on
Sarurday againsr division foe
Bishop Shanabian, It was the
aquad's fifth arraight win since
2 2118 Joss 1o Chichester in the
pener.

"We've pl
L oothil
eaach Mike Rieei said. “A lno or
guys are playing well and tak-
ing care of their responsibili-
ties,”

The Jagoars had oo muoch
firepawer for the Fagles (2-4,
=31 Dunlap roshed for two

ved good d

ACOTES, ior quarterhack Jon
Straup ipleted 9 of 16 passas
Jor 120 yards, and jurvicr £
Mart Sakers had six catches for
106 yards.

The offensive line was an-
chored by ceater Adam Bush,
guard Chip McEnhill amd tacl
Jasmm Stroup. All are seniors.

With a petend oflense, Sun
Valley is averaging 33.6 points &
game,

“They have talent all over the
place," Ricei said. “Wa're going to
cho our best Lo give Lhem a game.”

Two-sport standout. Penn Char
ter's Tony McDevitt i= headed to
Dhke on a lacrnsse scholarship,

But the senior tailback and
linehacker, who sparked Fri-
day's 21-14 win over Inter-Ac
League rival hlalves
so plans (o play foothall
for the Blue Devils

“Foothall i my favorice
aport,” said the muod-splattered

~ Rick O'Brien

McDevitt after the Quakers (4-1
1-i1) had kanocked off the Fria
(2-3. 0-1). "That's where my
heart is. T've talked o the pend
ple ar Duke, and they're all for
anything T want to do”

Against the defending Inter
Ae champions, MeDevitt rushed
22 times for 85 yards and owoy
sLOTes,

It was the first time the 6-0.

ury — he tare liga-

the same ankle las
SEAAON — in 8 season-opening
win versus Cardinal O'Hara, Hes
ant out twio games before return:
ing to play defense in a Sept. 288
win over Interbore.

was ready to go,” he aaid)
The game was too importand
for me to hold anything back.

Canlact fick 3 Brien
at GIg-313-80N9
or robren@philynaws.com,




