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The Bucks staged a
Hlourth-guarter rally and
overcame a [2-point
deficit o stun the Skins

by ‘lirien
IAUIRERSL Y WIAN SARY
Moments after a thrilling
2219 wictory nver Neshaminy,
ihe Central Bucks West player
|gathered near the spot in the
end sone where a litlle over a
year ago many of them had
lmelt in utter disappointment.

L season, on ils way to the

Lasi
PIAA Class AAAA state fitle, 3
G-yard pass on the pame's final

Tt was payhack tme yester-
dey. West rallied from a
12-point deficit in the fial sev-
en minutes to earn a crucial vic-

1 menﬂler how bad 1 felt
after they beat ue here last
e s Chrts Muller, a 3o
nior linebacker for the Bucks,
“Ta win this game, coming from

ehind like we did, is ineved
ble. We never gave up.”

“The Suburban One League Na
tional Conference Patriot Divi-
siun victory gave Central Bucks
West (6-2, 2-D) its sixth congecu-
tive win and kept the rzam very
{much in the bunt for n berth in
the district playo:

Lasi year, coach Randy Cuth
hert's group went 7-3 and nar-
rawly missed & postseason invi

ation,

“The turnareund this season

s a credit to the kids and the
coaches,” Cuthbert said. “We
made some personnel changes
[after an 0-2 start], and decided
thal we were gring 1o get becer

High Schools

IC.B. West pays back Neshaminy, 22-19

Noshaminy quartorback Joo Grostarosa Nios the bill (o leammate Racney Davis (nol shown) just as he is il by Gentral Bucks West defenter Anen Ackdny, sl & Anlteiny
Edwiaras {rear} alsa gives chase. On the play, Davis taok the pich and ran §7 yards for a tou

ichriown, Davis scored all three TDs for the Redsk

LINDA, SOHHEOH Inuiar S.iz.5an Slat]

yesterday's loss.

Monagle to split end Andrew  “He's a guy thar really makes ed ff Swope's hands o junior

The Redskins nearly sent the play of the third quarter, hej
Acldey had put the ball at the our offense go,” Cufhber said. fanker Toay DBrin of West
0 ol

game intn overtime. But two iook a screen pass and wenl 55

=
\egrunnmv Eﬁz 21) held a

197 advantage afl junior run-  Nest rard ,apenal- “He's still a little rongh Diltrino raced more than 30 field-goal tries by c,‘(r[m)md yards for the score.
ning backs nnmvnsm postad 1y for intentional grounding  the edges, bt he's going to b yands befane Swope tackled him - sophornone Kevin Kelly e Y
is third score of the alernoon  moved it back to the 33. sreal quarterback.” at the 1. From thers, fullback 45 and, following a roughing- 075 &=
chttackle  From there, onggle  Aller stopping the Redskins Chris McGinn followed lineren  the- ekt nfraction, with no con mh'xnnm Pr——
vith 7inats,§ sscunds - swcidad & heavy rush and hic en three o, Wate egainad ndy SPiica and time showing on the clock — 31
|maining in the game, Ackley, wh wearing cor- possessionat its 41 with justun-  into the end zo Yaie — Yool ]
Tn et sppecren tobe a cnse murhnels Erian Burbe, i the Gor (hroe mimutos Temmmg | {Swope) made 8 good breok  *Tha geme should not bave ety g
f divine intervention, the middle of the end zone. @n first and 10 from the Xe- o the ball? DHBring ssid, *1 come dewn to thal,” Neshuminy ot

[Bucks stormed baek and avoid-
ed  defeat that would have all
but ended their playolt hope

MchMonagle, a sephemore shaminy 4%, a McMonagle pass theught he was going o come  coach Mark Sehmidt said “We o0 Melim? rus Ciihsosss berbicbonask)
who played for Unami Middle along the left sideline Jooked as  up with it. Then, when | saw the  had a tot of :tumce! hefore thar — e
Sehool Last year, completed f of if it was going to be picked off hall up in the air, [ grabbed it 10 put if avay.” Cantszt fick O/ Brian

Twa plays aller & 6evard
pass from quarterback Joc Me-

7 passes for 164 yards in the
final seven minutes.

B. West's Tyler Dimnis [leh) is stopped by Na’\amlwy& Brian Burke. The Bueks
scared 15 points in the final quarter to auenge last year's Ioss fo the Redakins.

Jtandy Cuthbert had an empty figld
10 bimself late yesterday afternoon,
just momenrs at nteal Rucks
West ootball e wed o of its
st memorable and imporant came-
backs in schoe] history.

Cuthbert deserved those minutes of
calm. Tut he deserved the victory, a
2248 theiir over Nestumiay, the de-

fing PIAA Class ALAA state cham-
j.um a litle mo
‘ve believed in these guys all year,”

e gaid.

Cuthbert, the Bucks’ head coach,
kmew his team needed to beat )
shaminy yesterday at Harry . Franks
Stadium. With a Inss, the Bocks coold
Tave pretly much kissed goodhve (o
their chances of making the PIAA
Class AAAA playofts.

Losees (o 81, Joseph's frep and Pena-
ridge to start the season pur the Bucks
i that position, To male mallers even
mare difficult, Cothbere, who is in
second season as head conch, couldn't
get the Bucks into the playofs Jast sea-
son. One more defeat would have
ameant bwo straight vears witheut o
‘postseson.
“Those [irst (wn weelss were (ough,"
Cuthbert sail. *T felt like crawling -

A few Wesl fans probably_ would
‘have helped get him there, teo, i Cuth-
Dert enly had asked. And a few of the
Tueks’ rvals would have loved to wrice
the tean’s obituary (o go aleng with i

¢ Bucks' demise, which had
heen widely reported and celebrated

and tried to pul our leam i a
position ta score.”

On High Schools 5y lodd Zolecki

Like a cat, the Bucks had nine lives

Central Bucks West cheated death on the way Lo vesterday's
memorable victory. It did so not onee, but over and over again.

by many alter the (wo losses, appears
10 hive been greatly exaggerated, The
Tucks are alive and well, and, wir
gwmes let against rival Tucks
East and North Tenn, they are in posi-
tion (o return (o the postseason,

How they got to that point is remark-
shle becauze the victory over Neshami
ny mirrored what West bad experi-
enced all season. Namely, it walked 1o
e edge, shoped, fell and somehon
survived

Look al how West cheated deth.

After Nesharming's Devon Swope re-
covered a Bucks fumble early in the
fourth quarter, running back Rudoey
Davis seored on 8 L-yard run with 7
minutes, 5 seconds o play (o give the
Redskins a 197 Lead,

Sums Vas o igen 15 lnsea
o ruason, The Bucks'
offene did nat Took kmpressive wich
its plodding rushing suack in the first

e quarte
Were Ihe fans to believe thal the
Bucks could win suddenly through the
air?

You bet,

0 third and 29 fram the Neshaminy
33, Bucks quarterback Joe MeMonagle
rulled 1o his right to avoid pressure
He then threw a sidearm pass acrass
s body to the other side of the field,

There, two defenders waited. They
had the’positinn. They had the pick
Bur Andrew Ackley cauzht the hall
Somehow, he caught

with 4:12 to play, the Bucks had
cut the Neshaminy lead to 19-14.

Dirvis rushed 17 times for 139 at 610313
ards and two TDs, On the st o obnenmphiyses o

The Bucks then stopped Nesh
on itz nest possession and get the b
beck, “Then, on first and 10 from thel
Neshaminy 48, BMcMonagle threw to-
ward Tony DiBirino, with bwujve in per-
fogt posiion Lor the pick.

the hall wenr through Swope’
hnt e inw the funds of Dibrino,

i line Chris MeGinn|
later, and with the
two-point conversion, the 'Bul:ks mnk
2238 lead with 1 seconds 10

“1 saw him wide open,” \(l:h(nnagte
said of DiBrine. "I just didn't see the]

sy

ront him."
Then the Bucks chested death yel
again, With three seconds on the clock)
Keshaminy kicker Kevia Kelly Hined up
Tor @ 45-vard field-goal attempt, wel
within his ranze.
By the time he's a senior, every.
body in the country e recruiting
him," Cuthbert said of the sophamare.
50 thie Bucks beld their breath. Thea
Kelly kicked. The hall kauckled low
and o the uam He missed. The Bucl
st field.
They mmwn they bad won.
hadn’l, Not yet. 4
mughmg -he-clcker penaity gave Kell
a secomd try, from 31 yards out,
didn'c want to wateh,” Cuthbert said.
Bui Kelly missed again, after a
Butks player got a hand on the ball
The Bucks liad won again.
“Thal." Cuthbert said, “is a good way
10 summarize it
And a great way o cor
the playoifs.
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