1o Place ¢ Classfied Ad Coll 215-345-3010 = 215-957-8125 = 215-538-6362

On the Web or: o, philiybuds.com

LOCAL SPORTS

" Neshaminy’s Grove breaking new ground

Ex-Norristown coach key
assistant for Redskins’
Schmidy

By Keves Cooney
The ineethzencer

ILANGHORNE — This seems 10 be
Roger Grove's most natural position.

Simting ar a table, watching game films
roli on the VCR, himting the rewind and
fast-forward buttons and breaking an
opposing defense down 1o 115 bare knuck-
les

-~ Football -

Throngh the tops of his glasses, he will
watch and jor down notes. On game
mghts, be will often have those notes in
his hand, wihnspering sugpestions to Mark
Schmidt.

~I watch three or four hours worth of
film on a given day,” Grove said. *“What I
usually end un doiog is trying to find ten-
dencies and f'onts that teams tend to use,
and then find what would work in our
playbeook against them.”

Roger Grove has been doing this job for
vears, mostly as head coach at Norris-
town. But for the first time in 30 years, he
will be a coach on a team one game from
the state championship game.

CGrove, who joined the Neshaminy
coaching staff ont a full-ime basis this
year as gquarterbacks and receivers
coach, has been one of the vital cogs on a
veteran coaciung staff that has seen the
Redskins capture the District One Class
AAAA championship.

They will play District 11 champion

im Weimer/The Inteligences
Neshaminy’s gquarterbacks and
receivers coach Roger Grove gives a
few pointers to the players during
practice on Taesday.

Easton at 1 p.m. Saturday at Bensalem
High School for the right to go to play in
the PIAA Championship game next week
in Hershey.

“This bas been a great group to be
around,” Grove said. “The kids have been
5o good, and they have been so easy for us
to coach. IF's Just been an experience I'll
always remember.”

Grove was the head coach at Norris-
town for 26 years. For five of those sea-
sons, Schmidt was one of his assistants.

Neshaminy vs. Easton
What: PIAA Class AAAA semilinal

Wheit: Saturday, 1
Whers: Memoial Stadium, Sensalem

He provided lewters of recommendation
10 Schmidt when be was going for assis-
tant jobs at the college level.

~He's like a big brother 10 me”
Schrmidt saud. )

Grove's teams at NOrnsiown Were usy-
ally strong, but always seemed to have
powerful squads such as Central Bucks
West standing in their way within the Sub-
urban One League Nationa! Conference.

Grove refired from Norristown after
the 2002 season and had figured 10 be
dnns  with cozching forever Then
Schmidt gave him a call.

“T had thought about joining my brath-
er Ken (head coach at Ephrata High
School) to just help him watch film,”
Grove said. “But Mark gave me a chance
to work in a league that I was very famil-
iar with. And he's been great 1o me.”

It was Schmidt who presented Grove
the game ball after the District One
champicnship wic last week over North
Penn. It was the first time that Grove had
ever potten that far as a coach.

“For somebody to do this for 33 years
and to pour his heart and his soul into
those kids, he deserved it,” Schmidt said.

“It was a touching moment,” Grove
said. “You always feel good when a for-
mer coach of yvours goes out and does
something good. To be a part of it yourself
and to see what is happening to this group
of Lids, it's just been 2 great thing to be
around.”

Kevin Cooney can be reached at (215) 949-
4204 or kcooney@phillyBurbs com
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Flogel steps 1nto
leadership role
for Neshaminy

Sophomore
quarterback hopes 1
lead Redskins 1o
PIAA ntle game

By Kevin Cooney
fo dos.

J— - -

LANGHORXNE - P v
the sepiors woild s w.th e
same reguest Moke the quor-
terback a captain,

I would have them mercd o
here from the fith weck ol e
season klhng moe Load:r 2o
want him to beconie o capian
Neshaminy Lm.Lh
Schomdt setd A T kepi fighi
ing them oif hLLd[bL I ddot
want to put teo muchl prossure
on hun. I wanted bim 1o sl
worry about his jub 7

But a- oo passed, schiendt
began 10 see why b <enjors
were demanding that Flosd
should represent his teom m
those mostly ceremonial fune-
tions as a caplat

ADU S0, L LRSS LY
morning and 24 hoors beture
the District One Clzss AAA
champonship geme, Schroud:
called Flogel mnto the nifice and
broke the news to him ithat he
would be 2 game capiain asamst
North Penn

“Y was honored that they
would give that honer (o me.”
Flogel said ~To hoow that my
teammates wanied that for me
is something thar made i1 reatly
special.”

“The smtle he had on his face
was really cool to see,” Schmidr
said.

Not every sophomore ends up
wearing the captain’s tag.

Bui, then agam, not manyv
sophomore quarterbacks are
playing for the right to ¢o to the
PIAA championship game.

This afternoon. Flogel and the
resi of the Redskins get that
chance when thev meet Faston
in the PIAA Class AAAA East-
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Neshaminy vs.
Easton

What: PLAA Class AAAA
sentinal

When: Saturday, 1
Whera: Lemonat Stadum,
Bensalem

-t Benzalem High
Soieol’s  Alemornad Stadium
Kickorf 1s scheduled for 1 pm

-1 think ue're all excited
abwul the chanee we have,” Flu-
uel sald TWe're not content just
ueiung 1o this point We would
hke to teke this s far as we
wall.

Flosel has been one of the
brisht znd shimng lights on a
Neshemuny  sguad  that  has
eyveveded all expectations. He's
completed more than 50 percent
of his passes for $13 vards Most
unpressively, his touchdown-to-
miercepiion ratio is 13-10-3.

“IIe's dune a great job of
Jdoing evenvtinng we've asked
bim to do as a quarterback,”
schmide sad. “And he's devel-
upend into a nafural leader He's
bame =41"n-‘r=-> in thar mddle and
the mhu‘ vu*..-, Enow 1t.” -

He's also ron for 436 yards,
enough to Keep people off
(reorge Coleman’s back.

“When vou have a kid that
can pass for yards and hit the
hig pass and stil run a 1.4 10-
vard dash, that’s a big thing”
surd Central Bucks West coach
Randy Cuthbert, whose team
lost to Neshamuny i the first
round of the District One tour-
nament. “Evervone in the place
knows that Coleman is geiting
the ball Ard at that point,
they'll run Flogel and throw a
defense totaily off-balance.”

Flogel will insist that faking
charge of a huddle wasn't an
easy process. While he was vocal
durng passing camps, it Wwas not
until the season progressed that
evervihing felt right.

PR ‘r:'an_-‘

Kzvin Coongy czn o2 reachnd at
213) 9484209 or
keooney@philyBurbs.com.
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Neshaminy just gets by Easton

Redskins face
Prtsburgh Ceniral
Cutholic for state title

By S1ipHes Corneld
fra f".':...’m [

BENNALERM Aeshoemmy
sl T meathy ey Tignt fin-
1obies

Tre ity JUITINLDNY  Selll-
l.!h:. T Clas~ LLAY S1ile seruifd-
Nl gattle w2ainet Boston, the
Redsati~ never pulicd awoy
efld tecded o late detensne
stafrd U presutie o 21 1a vidto-
L)

sttt e Ll advalived
tv play Pri~burgh  Centrel

Cathole s the PIAY Staie

Foorball

athpsudiship ext Satunday af
5 pm et Hershevpark Stadi-
g1}

Pirisburgh Central Catholic
154 routed Bushop MobDevin,
14-4, seturday and has won
throee stale playoll games by a
comoined  seore  of 116-3.
Neshumumy has needed fourth-
Juarier Tuuchdowns to win all
Of 1S PUsTSeasOn Satlles

“Fhs 15 a great feeling,
Neshemniny senwr Georg Cole-
moan said TBut we koow we
huve one more game nexy
woeek e have w get back to
work [umorrow ”

Redskins  senior Donunic
Lundarl intercepted 4 puass
frum Easton’s Bernard Coon at
the goal hine on the tinal play of

32

the game (0 preserve the win
Two plays earlier, Easwa
recelver Jokn Suvoszo had
drupped a sure touchaown pass
in the end zone

I1 didn’t have to be that way
Neshaminy  controlled  the
game from the opening Kickoff
and probably could have blown
out the Red Rovers (13-1)

On mnpe offensive pusscs-
sions, the Redskins drove
mside Easton's 23-yard hne
elght umes aod never punted.
Neshamwny scored three touch-
downs, turned the ball over
twice in Baston’s end zone and
all-state kKicker Kevin Kelly
mussed three mud-range freld
goals

FhC Uy UL WO Wole
stopped was when we turned
the ball over or made mis-

tzkes 7 Redsims coach Mark
Schoudt said ~We have to take
edvanptege of LUr GppoTTIMIDES
You can’t give good teams sec-
ond cliznces, ur third chances.”

Culeman rushed 24 nmes for
133 vards and canghr threc
passes for 146 vards. In 14
games, he has 2004 rmshing
yards, 2% wuchdowns and 172
poans,

Coleman scored on an 5-yard
run m the second guarter o
gnve Neshanuny a 7-0 lead. He
svored  the game-waning
torchdewn on a 23-vard recep-
tion from sophomore guarier-
back Andrew Flogel wuh 35
seconds wn the game
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