Following Their Own Tough Act
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ick a poll, any poll. Chances
are you're going (o see some
familiar names there.

If you align yourself wich
the reigning District 1 champions and
what is said to be this year’s best
Tootkall team in Pennqﬂ\ml!lﬁ. e
can also take pride in seeing Neshami-
ny assuming a righrecus ranking on
national prep lootball lists,

Mark Schmide rook a look, saw his
team's name up there, bul experienced
something other than just peternal fiel-
ings of pride and satisfaction.

"1 thought that I'd like to sheot who-
aver does those rankings" Schmidt
deadpannaed,

Mg Meshaminye head coach and
also proud of what his leam accom.
plished & year ago, Schmidt can make
zelf-deprecaring jokes. But consider-
ing the Redsking weleome back 15
atarters from last year's stare runners-
up, it shouldn't he so surprising that
they would pemer muoch sttention
Trom the pollsiers.

Neshaminy, favored to win the
tough Suburban (ne League’s Nation-
al Conference, is currently ranked
N % in the nation by the Sporting
News in its preseason preps pell. The
Redsking are also ranked Mo, 10 in
PrapMation.com’ WNational Prep Poll
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air by feliow
linebacker
Scaott Taylor
during a drill,
At right,
Nesharminy
QB Andrew
Flogel pitches
e bl 1o a1
back. The
Redssins lost
just seven
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Coaches at Neshaminy and O'Hara
know their teams will be targeted

and Me i in PrepNation's Nertheas!
Regional poll.

In T73A Todayv's first national rank-
ing, Neshaminy checked in at No, 9,

Bur rankings and polls, Schmidt
knows, are only =0 much fodder for
the funs, His job is oo make his play-
ers understand that,

Thie oo good thing about thit nation-
al rankings list is that we dont have o
an very far down o that list to find teo
or three of our opponents” Schmidt
said. "1 guess il's nice that they tloght
wi're that good of a team.”

Yet whar matters moat, he added, is
whal his team does for tsell, So the
game plan for Neshaminy is the aame
as always — take ane game al a time
even if the fans and have

Hanal champinaship, a Distrien 1 e
and & trip to the FIAA
atare championship game.

“But we'll try o take it one al a
time," he addad. "We can't get ahead
of curselves. We did that two years
agn when we played Abington. They
tonk it e uz and put us inoa tailapia,
W learned From that”

Maghaminy fanz arve likely to learn
fast about tough competition, The
Redskins open their nonleague sched-
ule with St Joseph's Prep, the favor.
ite in the Catholic Leagoe Red Divi-
ginm and a team ranked foarth in Prep-
Nations Mertheast Region poll and
2ith by USA Today.

Amnng its talent- 1aden Ieague appo-
nents, certainly has @

ather questions.

Such as: Can Meshaminy win it all
this tima?

"We're certainly going te by said
Schmidt, whose Redsking had a three-
1 season in 2003, then U-tumed to
4 13-2 mark a season ago that includ-
ad a share of the Suburhan Cme Na-

wary eve oul fog Nogth Penn, which is
ranked third in that same PrepNation
Northeast Region poll. So Schmidr is
determined to keep his players' per
apectives slanted toward nearsiphted
Tevels.

“You can get punched in your nose
if wou look past it ton fan" said

Class AAAA

Schmidt, “The epener [againsl 3t Jo-
seph's Prep] shoold be a fun game
and a good game, and our ocher non-
league games are against good, solid
tearns. We'd like to win ar least 10
games again, but it we start lonking at
Week 7 or whatever, we're fust going
tn he eollecting equipment by fhat
10th game rather than looking
ahead."

Ardopling that same position is Car-
dinal ("Hara coach Dan Algen, whiose
Catholic Med defending champien
tearn kaows it will have its hands Full
with a 5t. Joseph's Prep ream that
returns 17 starters and is considered
to he the atrongest, deepest and moar
experienced eam in the league,

O'Hara, which upens the season to-
morrow with a game against defend.
ing Catholic League Blug Division
champ Archbishop Wood in Ocean
City, Nl will also have the dubjous
pleasure of playing a powerful North
Penn team this year. That game will
be played Sept.9 at North Penn as
part of the school’s S0th anniversary

LKL JCHNE0R ¢ Ingu e Subursen St

ecalehration weekend. The always an-
ticipated game hetween O'FHara and
Bt Joe’s Prep will come Now 5, the
last week of the regular season.

While ackonowledging opponents
auch as North Penn and the Prep are
important to O'Hara's efforts te im-
prove the stature of its football pro-
gram, Algen said his team wauld fo-
tus just as seriously on opponents
auch as Father Tudge, Archhishop
Carroll and Monsigner Bonner.

“Part of o suceess ia thar we respect
our opponents,” Algen said. “Even if the
opponent happens to be & lastplace
team, we approach it game the same
way wie'll approach a game with the
Prep. That's the way vou have to dnic. Tn
Totball, i you talse scmebody lightly,
o can get ot

Of course, geiting recognized in
published polls 8z 4 team that no one
«can rightly take Tightly doesn't hurt a
program's reputation, either.

“We know Neshaminy i= & goad foor-
hall team,” said Morth Penn coach
Dick Beck. "But we think we are, too.
]'he league’s strong every year, year
in and vear out. Some of the best
teams in the state come our of our
league,”
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