Neshaminy tops field with 15 returnmg starters

By Rob Parent
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alt Meshaminy cnach Mark
A!iuhmidt for eny number

of reasems why his defend-

ing District 1 champion
Radsking should ba a top pre-
season pick in a Southeastern
Tennsylvania foothall rankings,
and he eould Tise 15 of them,

That’s how many returning
starters Neshaminy has from
b Leam thal finished secend o
Pittsburgh Central Catholic in
the PIAAs Class AAAA slate
tournament.

Fight srarters return on de-
fense, seven on offense. All of
whom has Schmide excited:
“Sealy, that's not oo bad," he said.

As usual, Neshaming's top cem-
petition in the Suburban One
league's Marinnal Conference is
North Penn, & young but loaded
teamn just owo years removed
from winning the Class AAAA
state fitle and largely the aame
tearm fhatl gave Neshaminy a hard
puzh in the playodts last year

But hefore the Redskins even
begin te think about conference
opponants, they hawve a season
opener thal premises to be a
memorable one.

5t. Joseph's Prep will he wvisit-
ing today for a night game in
fm“\t of what should he a cmd
ch

battle between The Inguirer's
two top-ranked teams. Coach
Gil Rreoks' Prep team, which
enered last season with a 335-
game winning streak, opened
with a luss to thal same Pitls-
hurgh Central Catholic team
that ended Neshaminy's season
in dizappointment.

“With a team of that magni-
tude,” Schmidt said of the Prep,
“we have to treat it like a Kick-
oIl Classic.”

The Hawks also finished on a
down note Jast season with a
loss to Cardinal O'Hara in the
f‘athnhc League Red Division
ip game. Brooks'

I.l will he a season-epening

team is loaded with rerurning
atarters with long memosies.

sive tackle Thmn MeFowen Iﬂad
the way for Meshaminy, while
running back John Shaw and
guarterback Chris Whitney are
lonking for hreakour seasons
for the Prep.

As for North Penn, coach
Dick  Beck's  third-ranked
Enights are young and leaded,
lad by swoppers Josh Meuhart
and Alex Johnson, and Pele
Stull as a “fullback that car

As for Mo 4, Cardinal O'Hara
has fleet quarterback Anthony
‘Walters and bruising hack John
Dempsey behind fineman Dan
Gough to help defend ir= title.

Beyond that topdour ter, the

@he Inguiver
TOP 10

Ches-Mont League's

(with flying tailback C.1. (.la}}
West Chester East (lad by line-
man Ryan Flanagan and back-
fiald guys Boh Brice aud Frad

1.

M and
East {with Miami recruit Pat
Dreling line up nicel
But in front of those three
teams ook for Me. 5 Strath Ha-
ven, led by a terrific backfield
dun in Jared Bradley and Kavin
Kaminski, te return to demi-
nance in the Central Leagne.
Central Bucks West and Bensa-
tem hive the last two spots,

GContact suburben statt writar
Aob Parent at §10-313.8025
or rparantiphillynaws com.

2. 5t Joseph's Prep
3. Narth Penn

4. Cardinal 0'Hara
3. Stralh Haven

&. Coatesville

7. West Chester East
2. Dawningtown East
9. Central Bucks West
10. Bensalem
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