Neshaminy plays bridesmaid to Pennsbury again

By John Rosnick
Courier Times Special Writer

Nineteenth century poet John
Greenleaf Whittier never saw a
football game, but his insight into
human nature appropriately
summed up the Neshaminy Red-
skins® feelings about their Subur-
ban One League National Division
championship encounter with the
Pennsbury Falcons.

‘“*For all the sad words of
tongue and pen, the saddest are
these: 'It might have been' "',

For Neshaminy, what might
have been was an upset of No. 1
ranked Pennsbury and undisputed
possession of the SOL crown. In
reality, what “‘was'’ was a heart-
breaking 14-7 defeal for Coach
Dick Bedesem’s Redskins.
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forced to play the role of b rld&ﬁ
maid to the SOL champion Fal
cons. If not for a fourth quarter,
Dave Fisher to Bob Filotei 66-yard
pass and run-scoring play, the
Redskins stood poised to rectify
last season's wrongs.

“We moved the ball well, and
we played the way we knew we
were capable of,"” said Bedesem.
“Our offense and defense played
their butis off. We deserved a bet-
ter fate than the score indiacated.
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n got us to this champmna
slup game. The pressure of this
game was on both squads. Let's
face it. Playing in a championship
game is a big thing in a young
man's life. But these kids gave a
tremendous effort."

Though the scoreboard might
have indicated otherwise, Nesh-
aminy held its own against the
highly-touted Falcons, as they
limited the steady Pennsbury of-
fense to only 174 total yards. Be-
sides rolling up 198 rushing

d even-up fm}l-
baIl except far the Fisher to Filo-
tei bomb with just under five min-
utes to play.

But coming close provided no
solace to seniors Tim Ford, Terry
Murphy, Butch Lange and Dan
Santhouse, for the results
smacked of deja vu. As the only
returning starters from last
year's squad, the gquartet suffered
through another title squelching
defeat. Though the game lasted
only 48 minutes, the loss will be re-
membered for a lot longer.

Quarterback Ford rushed for 55
yards on 13 carries, in addition to
engineering the only scoring drive
for the Redskins. However, his
personal accomplishments of-
fered no comfort in light of the
results.

“Everyone was out there pull-
ing, and we really moved the ball,
but we just couldn't put it in the
end zone," said Ford. *‘People
counted us out early and figured
us to finish around .500. But we
worked hard to get here; we just
fell short. Pennsbury's a good
team, but we played well enough
to win,”

Much of the Neshaminy ground
attack followed the blocks of 6-5,
265-pound tackle Murphy. In fight-
ing on defenswe tackle Kip
L} 0 loa standoff, Murphv

bt not over the hump.

“It's an empty feeling;
believe that we lost to them two
times in a row,” said Murphy.
“We were able to run right, but it
was the same story as last year, |
thought we could have won, and
maybe should have won, but that
};ig play in the second half did us
By

While their offensive cohorts
held their own against the formi-
dable Falcon defense, the Redskin
defense showed that Pennsbury
had no monopoly on hard-hitting,
aggressive play, In limiting the
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Falcons to their lowest point out-
put of the season, Neshaminy safe-
ties Butch Lange and Dan Sant-
house combined for 15 tackles.

'On defense we were going
with what their offense did,” said
Lange. ""We felt we had to shut
down (Scott) LaBrecque and num-
ber 88 (split end Andy Anderson).
We dld too, except for that long
pass.’

Lange's partner at strong safe-
ty, Santhouse, performed a yeo-
man’s job, as he led the Neshami-
ny defense with 10 tackles. Be-
sides two big third down plays in
the second half to thwart Pennshu-
ry drives, Santhouse came up with
a second period interception at his
own 34-yard line to hold off the
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