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Tirnover brings sudden end to NP’s hopes

LANGHORNE The
decision gnawed at Dick Beck
like a bulldog on a postman’s
leg

And try as he might, the
North Penn coach simply
couldn \shﬁkc it.

“I blew it," Beck said, winc-
ing from the stabbing pain of
regret after the Knights were
pasted by Neshaminy, 35-0, in
a District One Class AAAA
quancmnal on Friday night.

“I was going to call a time
out on that play. [ should have
called a time out. It was bad
on my part. [ blew it.”

The No. 6-seeded Knights
(9-3) were ushered out of the
district playofls rather casily
by the No. 3-sceded Redskins
(11-1). They were vuigained,

- 287-176, and were outplayed
-along both the offensive and
" defensive

lines,  where
Neshaminy chewed up North
Penn's fronts like a reaper
through a wheat field.

“We felt we could conirol
the game up front and we
did,” Neshaminy center Blair
Gower said. “They’re a good

Neshaminy 35,

North Penn 0
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SCORING SUMMARY

Ne— Ukmer 13 pass from Kinney (Jeliries kick)

Ne— Uimer & run (Jattnes kix)

Ne — Renson 98 inlerception retum (Jefires kick)

Ne— Uimer 2 un (Jefes Kick|

Ne = Umer 1 run {Jeies kick]

TEAM STATISTICS

P Ne

First Downs 10 16
Yards Rushing 137 x5
Yards Passing x 2
Total Ofiense a2
Comp. Passes, Inl 2004 340
Fumbles-ost 24 1
Penalies-yards. % 325
~ Punls-AYG. 333 170
‘Sacked-Yds. Lost 049 0

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

m
Rushing: S 548, A 1145, Lows 5-
* Smelig 1-11;Taggent 511; Beneft 1.3 Kokth
12,801 11

leng Tggart 19, 1 yart: Srih 1

3

nmng Brown 1-31; Aking 1-8; Smith 0-{-7)

— Inlerceptions: None.

8 14-0 halftime lead,
* Knights took the second-half

Nestaminy
Rushing: Uimer 26-154, 3 T05; Kinndy 546:
Mariel 1-20; Amol 1-19; Stemme 16
Passing: Kirney 340, 42 yerts, 1 TO.

ing: Botand 1-15; Sieinbeng 114, Uiner 1-

13,170

Interceptions: Renscn
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especially on the opening
drive.

“Coach said we couldn’ let
the big one go,” said North
Penn’s Kyle Harrell, who
played a standout game at
defensive tackle. “They went a
long way to score, and (we
made them) earn it all the way
down the field ... we just kept

. our heads up. It was still in the

first quarter and we still had
three quarters of the game to
Jay”

Beck had nothing but praise
fur'l.hc 5-foor-11, 250-pound
senior.

“Kyle’s been one of our out-
standing (players),” the coach
said. “He had an outstanding
year, got injured a litile bit a
couple of weeks ago, but has
been one of our better D-tack-

With the Redskins holding
the

kickoff and marched all the
way down field o the

' Neshaminy 3. After a delay-of-
‘ the-game penalty on fourth-
,and-goal backed them up to
,the 8, Beck reached deep into
, his bag of wicks for a gadget

Phil
Gianficaro

Commentary

team, but we're a better team.
We're more physical. T think
that was why we won by such
a big score.”

Yes, the Knights were
throttled again by the Red-
skins, who battcred them 31-7
a month ago.

But there was a moment
midway through the third
quarter when, after heing
dominated in the first half,
North Penn appeared primed
to claw its way back into the
pame.

Trailing 14-0, North Penn
twok the second-half kickoff
to its own 35, A 31-yard pass
to tight end Jarett Brown
from quarterback Anthony
‘Taggart, who started for the
second consecutive game for
Justin Davey (shoulder), was
the key play on the drive that

Redskins, 35-0.

play — a reverse pass, with
running back Tyler Smith
throwing back across the field
to quarterback Anthony Tag-
Bart.

However, what could have
been a huge touchdown that

“Everybody wants 1o win
it all. Unfortunately, it’s
not going to be us.”

= North Penn senior lineman Shaun Moore,

set the Knights up with a
first-and-goal at the
Neshaminy 10.

On first down, Taggart ran
for 2 yards.

On second down, running

back Tyler Smith bulled his

way to the Redskins’ 4.

After a North Penn time
out, Smith gained another
yard on third down

Fourth-and-goal from the

Three yards away from
climbing back into the game.

But before the Knighis
could get the play off, their
scoring chance was dealt a
blow by a delay-of-game
penalty that pushed them

would have put the Knights
right back into the game
instead went 98 yards the
other way when Redskins
defensive back Gary Renson
stepped in from of Taggart,
picked off the pass and was

hack to the 8.

On fourth down, Smith
took a handoff from Taggart
and swept to his right, But he
stopped  suddenly, then
wurned to his left and lofied a
pass in the direction of Tag-
gart near the goal line.

Neshaminy defensive back
Gary Renson jumped in front
of Taggart, intercepted the
pass and raced untouched
down the near sideline for a
98-yard touchdown that gave
Neshaminy a 21-0 lead and
insurmountable momentum.

“I figured they’d be
manned up and 1 figured they
wouldn't account for the quar-
terback,” Beck said. “All of a

gone.
It amounted to a 14-point
swing and, for all intents and
purposes, made the rest of the
contest academic.
“That killed us,” Harrell
said. “If we had scored there,

sudden, lhe) zoned up. It was
a dumb call.”

Beck fell quiet for a
moment, his thoughts stuck
in the traffic jam of defeat,
before continuing.

“I think it would have
worked until the penalty,” he
said. “I should have changed
the play. I came up small on
the goal linc. It was a stupid
call.”

Neshaminy, which will play
No. 2 seed Ridley in the semi-
finals next weekend, put the
game away when senior tail-
back Jason Ulmer (26 rushed,
154 yards) scored one of his
three rushing touchdowns
from 2 yards out to make it
28-0 near the end of the third
quarter.

“Everybody wants to win it
all,” North Penn senior line-
man  Shaun Moore said
"Unfonunmly, it’s not going
10 be us.”

Phil Glanficaro can be reached
at(215) 3463127 or
pelanficaro@phillyBurbs.com.
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North Penn's Anthony Taggart (left) tries 1o get away from Neshaminy’s Dave Daino during Friday night's playoff
game at Neshaminy, Taggart had six rushes for 11 yards and was 1-for-9 passing for | yard. The Knights fell 1o the

we could have pulled to within
seven, it would have been a
whole (different) game. But
that Killed us.”

Blll Keen can bo reached
8t (215) 9578188 or
bkeen@phlllyBurbs.com.




