Saturdiy, Mesermber 24, 2007

THE PHILADELPHIA INGUIRER

c el

wwwphilly.com

High Schools

Ly Itiek O lrien
| BCUIRIEIEN BEAFE WHITER

Andrew Hesdges was oul to
daliven n message — 1o doulbt-
e ol the Ridiey (ootball pro-
pram und critles of the Cen-
o] Lasagiine,

“A ot of peaple think the
Cenlenl Lngue dsn't oy tough
i the Suburban  One
Lasagrue," Haodges aaid, “Ir raal.
ly motiveted me o run hard
aned play hard,"

Huodges wad the second-
neacded Green Raiders made a
big-time stotement la=i night,
handing third-seeded and
Suburbon Chwe Leagoe Mation-

| Contorence power Nesham-
iny # 27-7 deleal in a PIAA
Districe 1 Class AAAA semifi-
nal playaff game at Phil Mari-
oy Field,

The A-foon, 200 pound Hodg-
s carried 24 times for 124
vards and e touchdowns.
A linebacker, e notched sic
tackles for a defemse that

2ld the visiling Redsking 1o
163 total vards and forced
foui Turmovers.

"Androw always shows ap
on game night,” Ridley conch
John Waller said, "You never
have oo doubst that he's going
o play well”

The Green Raiders
earned a berth in the dis-
trict championship game
for the second year i a row,
They will play fifth-seedod
West Chester Henderson, a
36-24 winner last night over
eighth-seeded Downing-
town West, for the tille Fri-
day night st a site wad tme
10 be determined,

“Ever since we lost 1o
Peanshiry [in lasi vears dis
trict finall, the kids have had
a greal desire to make it
back," Waller said. “"Hopelal-
Iy, this time, we can take it 8
step [urther”

Ridley, 12-0 and ranksd
HNo, 1 in Southeasiern Pennsyl-
vaniz by The Inguirer, ouor-
gained the thind-ranked Hed
skins, 337-163.

Raiders quarierback 3ieve
Epee, who sat out last foothall
season 1o concentrate on his.

|District 1 Class AAAA Football Semifinal: Hidley 27, Neshamny 7

Green Raiders
roll by Redskins

ketball, completed 15 of 20
passes for 303 yards and a
scure,

“He iz =0 calm ihrough e
erything,” Hodges said of his
teammate and close friend. =1
bave all the fnith i the workd
in him.”

AL the start of the second
half, the undefeated Green
Raiders, who have won
three playolf games by »
combined score of 9427,
marched 60 yards on 12
plays and took & command-
ing 20-0 lead on o 1-yard TD
plunge by Hodges.

Alter Neshaminy (11-2)
made it 20-7 late in the third

quarter on i 5-yard TD pass €Ty,

from Justin Kinney (11 for
18, 63 yards) 1o Gary Hen
son, Ridley with
a ning-play, 82-yard drive. It
was capped by Egecs 11-
yard seoring ross o Steve
Gregg,

The Gre=n Raiders’ defense
was sparked by Hodges, line-
backer Greg Marenic (cight
tackles) and defemsive hack

Matl Tassoni (fumble recos
interception

L >

In the secoml quarier, the
hosts incressed rheir lead
1B3-0 when Egee delivered a
36-yard TD wss to Jake Ca-
hill. Cahill raced down the
left sideline, pgained a few
areps on a defender, and ran
mnder Epee’s perfectby-placed
pass.

Ulmer, imited 1o 56 yards on

RCA WELLIAME ! |Aria B Paatagraphan
Ridley's Andrew Hodges scores the first touchdown of the game on a 12-yard run in the first
e, eucing @ diving Gary Rensen (4) of Neshamiry, Fidley will ngst tace Henceraon,

12 carries, ended the season
with 1,851 rushing yards.
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Join Our Team

Even il wa can'l get to
your gams, we warnl
your resulls in the paper
and online. Help us
spread the word about
your team by calling
A00-T56-4570 atter every
Fearme varsity event.




