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tate Title Isn’t
All They're After

Neshaminy Also Seeking Respect
Over Controversial Playoff Berth

By Mike Kern
Daily News Sports Writer

There are those who would con-
tend that Neshaminy High more or
less backed its way into a Class AAAA
berth in the inaugural state football
playoffs.

Sure, Neshaminy is 11-0. But Cen-
tral Bucks West is 10-0-1, and 530-1 in
its last 54 games. And CB West proba-
bly never would have been held to a
14-14 tie by Central Bucks East on
Thanksgiving Day if Bucks quarter-
back Shawn Moylan hadn't been
forced to sit out the last 2% quarters
after suffering a dislocated shoulder.

Wouldn't the Bucks have been fa-
vored to defeat Neshaminy had the
teams actually played? They had, af-
ter all, beaten the Redskins in each
of the past three seasons. And hadn't
Neshaminy, which is scheduled to
play West over the next three sea-
sons, elected not to play the Bucks
this past September because it fig-
ured the two programs had a good
chance of eventually meeting in a
District 1 title game that in reality
didn't come close to materializing?

And on and on and on .

But John Chaump, Nshammys
second-year coach, sees no need to
apologize. All he knows is that his

Redskins will represent Region 1
Saturday against Cedar CIliff (13-0)
in a 1 p.m. semifinal at Allentown’s
J. Birney Crum Stadium. The win-
ner will move into the Dec. 10 fina-
le at Penn State’s Beaver Stadium
against the West champion, either
Brashear (11-0) or Pittsburgh Cen-
tral Catholic (8-3-2).

“We've heard how lucky we are
that West tied,"” Chaump said, “but I
can't ask any more of my team.
They did everything they were sup-
posed to, which was win 11 games. I
can't worry about what other peo-
ple think. We know we have a qual-
ity team.

“If West had gone unbeaten and
gone instead of us [which the Bucks
would have, via the tiebreaking pro-
cedurel, that would have been fine. It
was out of our hands. We did our
part. It wasn't our party. But we were
all playing by the same rules.

“If we hadn't been invited, it
wouldn't have made us any less of a
team. And it certainly doesn’t make
West any less of a team just because
they're not going. Their record
speaks for itself. The point is, if we
are going to be totally committed to
the situation, there should be dis-
trict playoffs here, just like they
have in every other part of the state.

Then, there wouldn't be any reason
to talk about this.

“I think respect is something that
has to be earned. If we don’t have
enough respect, that's our fault, not
anybody else’s. And this week, we
have another opportunity to show
how good we are.”

But the Redskins might have to do
it without starting tailback Jonathan
Hall, a 511, 170-pound junior who
rushed for more than 1,000 yards this
year despite being hampered by an
ankle injury over the last month of
the season. If he is unable to play,
senior Jeremy Horton and junior
Rob Latronica will fill the void —
once again. The Redskins already al-
ternate quarterbacks, with senior
Dan McClave and junior James
Franklin splitting time and doing it
quite effectively.

On the plus side, fullback Chris
Craig is expected to be back, after
missing most of the campaign with a
broken foot. And whoever winds up
with the ball will get to operate be-
hind a most efficient front line,
headed by senior center Terry
Sauerbry, who at 6-2, 240 is a major
Division I prospect. Sauerbry has a
4.05 grade-point average (he takes
some accelerated honors courses)
and has roughly narrowed his col-
lege choices to Georgia, Louisiana
State, Duke, South Carolina and Ken-
tucky, where his father, a Nesha-
miny graduate, played some two dec-
ades ago.

But Neshaminy's strength is its de-
fense, an opportunistic bunch that
actually managed to outscore the 11
teams it faced, 57-56. The best big-
play makers on that unit are senior
linebacker Brian Moser (another
big-time recruit who is 6-2 and 230
with 4.6 speed in the 40-yard dash)
and senior end Artie James (6-2, 205),
who Chaump believes has been his
top player overall.

“To be honest, when we put away

~the equipment [following a 49-14 win

over Pennsbury to close out the regu-
lar seasonl], I thought it was the last
time we'd see that stuff,” Sauerbry
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said. “The way West has been going
the last five years, it seemed as if we
had hardly any chance in the world.

“I don’t know, maybe we were des-
tined to be here. I can't explain it. |
would have been satisfied with 11,
because not many teams can ever say
that. This is icing on the cake. It’s
like we're starting out 0-0 again.

“l think we deserved it just as
much as West did. Whether people
like it or not, that's just the way it is.
And now, we're out to prove that
we're up to the next challenge.”

EXTRA POINTS

The starting time of Saturday's
Class A semifinal between St. Pius X
(9-3) and Camp Hill (11-1) has been
changed from 1 p.m. to 2 at Governor
Mifflin High in Shillington, which is
Jjust outside Reading. The winner ad-
vances into the final against either
East Brady (10-0-1) or Cambridge
Springs (10-0-1). The title game is
Dec. 10 in Shippensburg.




