Negﬁum1ny thunders
0 42-21 win over PW

After a less-than-stellar reg-
ular season, Nate Hall and his
Neshaminy teammates view
the PIAA District 1 Class
AAAA playoff tournament as
a chance at redemption.

The Redskins, coming in as
the No. 13 seed, took a step
toward that end in Friday
night’s first-round contest
against No. 4 Plymouth White-
marsh, piling up yardage on
the ground and posting a
42-21 victory.

Leading the way for the visi-
tors, the 5-foot-5, 160-pound
Hall, a senior tailback who
transferred this year from
Bonner-Prendergast, carried
21 times for 129 yards and
four touchdowns. He scored
on dashes of 3, 2, 27, and 5
vards.

“We just came in here, did
what we had to do,” Hall said.
“We were real focused. We
didn’t take anything for grant-
ed”

Next Friday in Warringten,
Neshaminy (8-3) will take on
No.5 seed Central Bucks
South (10-1), a first-round win-
ner over No.12 Haverford
High.

For the second straight sea-
son, after capturing the Sub-
urban One League American
Conference title, the Coloni-
als (9-2) were eliminated in
the first round of distriets.

With Hall and fullback
Blake Sullivan running be-
hind a surging offensive line,
the Redskins totaled 319
yards on the ground. They
went to the air only eight
times.

Of Hall, Neshaminy junior
fullback and linebacker Den-
ny Lord said, “He can do a

Neshaminy’s Nate Hall breaks loose for a 27-yard touchdown

run. He had four TDs in the win

little bit of everything. He's
fast, he's powerful, and he's
tough to eatch if he gets out
in the open.”

Plymouth Whitemarsh’s bid
for its first district playoff
win since 1997 was hurt by
injuries to a pair of starters.
Defensive tackle Tre Secott
and 1,000-yard rusher Terry
Brown went down in the sec-
ond and third quarters, re-
spectively,

A defense that held the Co-
lonials to 51 total yards in the
first half was anchored by
Lord and fellow linebackers
Tosh Thompson, Steve Olens-
ki, and Brian Toal. Up front,
ends Luke Carrezola and Alex
McKenzie turned in solid ef-
forts.

After fullback Corey Kelly's
1-yard dive gave PW an early
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lead, the Redskins struck fo
five straight TDs. Hall's
fourth teuchdown, on a left
side pitch, made it 35-7 late in|
the third quarter.

“We knew coming in that]
being the No.13 seed didn'd
matter much,” Lord said. “Ir
the playoffs, anything canf
happen.”
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Contact Rick O'Brien at
robrien@phillynews.com, or on
Twitter @ozoneing. Read his blog,|
“The OZone,” at

wuewr philly.com/ozone

Neshaminy’s Mike Palmer recovers a fumble by Plymouth Whitemarsh in the third quarter. The
Redskins scored three TDs in the second quarter and two more in the third in the romp.




