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The Ghosts’ chance to beat the Redskins dlsappéars

Rouch
NQUINER CORRRSRINDENT
An eerie silence hang over the
Neshaminy football team, bath in the
Iocker room and warm-ups Saturday
“It was extremely quiel," said Ne-
shaminy cosch Dick Bedesem. “1 1ol
the kids | hope this silence
something | hope the explosion 15
guing to come i kickoff
The explosion didn't come until
Just before halftime. But when it did,
I led 10 an exhilarating second hall
and & last-minute 21-20 victory for
Neshaminy over Abington.
Neshaminy evened its record to 3.3,
33 in the Suburban One Notional
Abington fell to 42 and 32
Trailing 70, Neshaminy faced a
third-and-14 from Abinglon's 2-yurd
line just 2 minutes before halftime.
That's when Neshaminy's Armic
Gooch ran u post pattern to the lef
ef of the end 2one. He had one
defender in front of him and another
clinging to the back of his jersey
But quarterbasck Joe Mormello
threw o perfect spical thet Gooch
gribbad between the two defenders
for 4 22ard touchdawn
"1 Telt |the defender's| fingers on
the ball and 1 just toak it away from
him," Gooch said. I‘Iurll think you
can practice that play.”
“The kid [Goochl is sach a great
athlete,” Bedesem soid
Gooch's touchdown seemed to set
things in motion for both teams
Abngion’s Willinm Neely, one of
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the defenders beaten on the ploy,
afoned on the opening kick of the
secand half. The lanky sophomore
speedster returned the kick 97 yards
far a touchdown,

Neshaminy then retalisted with o
yard kickoff retarn by Bailie,
which Jed 10 4 4-yard touchdown run
by Mormella

Later, after a fourth-quarter inter-
ceptinn by tesmmate Kovin Castrer,
Mormello ran 49 yards behind grest
leftside blocking for » touchdown,
The score gave the Redskins a 21-14
lead with & minutes Jeft

Tuble tennis matches hove less
back-and-forth action

But Abinglon wasn't throagh

Abington running back Mitch Lee
took over us guarierback
left in the game and the
Neshaminy's 44 Loe finis

yards rushing on 22 carries, bat
coach Doug Molster was counting on
his strong arm this lime

On fourth-and-4, with 0:24 left, Lee
let boose & perfect pass o Gabe Major,
the quarterback-turned-receiver,
who beal twe Beshaminy defenders
and caught the ball in stride a1 the 5
and went in for a touchdown. The
score lefl Abinglon trailing, 21-20

The question: Would the Ghosts
seiile for o tie and bring in Phil

Karn, the school's soccer star, for a
near<certain extra point? Or woukd
Abington go for the win?

“We Weren't going 1o kick the ex-
tra point,” Lee said

“That wouldn't settle anything."

On the conversion atiempt, Lee, at
quarterback, rolled to his right, look-
ing for Major in the corner of the
end one on a timing play. But Major
stumbled, Lee couldn't see him, and
the ball bounced harmlessly out of
the end zone.

“It worked Just the way the coach-
e planned. but Gabe slipped and |
idn"t see him." Lee sad

“But you can't blame o loss on o
lip
“We had our opportunities We just
didn't seore, Moister said

During the timeout be
play, Bedesem sald, "1 told
1 keep their paise, play the defense
we signal 0, and everybody scram
nlt_ — and that's what they did.”
is part, Mormello, an the side
Iun.\ turned away from the conver.
ston attempt

“L wasn't watching.” b
listened 1o the >

The ex; { cheers told Mor
mello all he needed to know
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WANSON
Heading for a collision with Abingto anic Mills (44) is Neshaminy
Marmello scared twice for the victorious Redskins




