Scrambling
to reopen
Maple Point
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Since'the 9T, P cxplained,
conventional, selfcontained class-

plance.
Therefore, many of the large, open
spaces in Maple Point will need 10 be
permanently divided into smaller
classrooms. That not only means build-
ing, walls, it also means dividing the
lighting, heating, air conditioning, au-
dio, video and electrical wiring into
separate zones for each classroor
Furthermore, athletic practice ficlds
and an outdoor track will need 10 be
constructed. However, Bowman  said
the district will use the Neshaminy
High School football stadium for both

schools.

Since the school will be 17 years old
when i is reopened, other items such
asciling e, Hooring macrial cafe-
teria equipment and the furnace may
have o be replaced or updated. e air
condiloning unit was replc

e bisiness adminisraor i
Seph P

T addtion, Maple Point will have
meet current electrical, plumbing and
fire codes.

Overall, the revamped school will be
statcof-theart in the world of educa-
tional institutions, Bowman sai

“The classrooms will be wired for
video, data and voice. New schools are
belng bull o relect echnology that

us in the 215t century, not
nology, which 1 st a
straight intercom system,” he said

Bt students ot Neshiminy West
Campus will not be left in the 20th

1 we have a new physics lab that is
igh e at the East Campus e m
‘some similar opportunitics avail-
«nle at the West Campus.” Bowman

To do that, the current Nesha-
iny igh School will b valuated by
afacilities study that will be conducted
at all district schools except Maple
Point and Eisenower Elementary this
summer.

‘The first step in renovating the for-
mer Maple Point High School will be
for the architect, the Ray Group Inc. of
Lebanon, to come up with a schedu
for design and construction

Each st will requir sdminisra-
tion, school board and state Depart-
ment of Education approvals. With
state approval, the district should be
able 10 recoup 30 10 60 percent of the
cost of the project, Bowman said. The
rest, he said, will likely be financed
with a bond issue.

Preliminary estimates circulated by
the administration_earlier this year
projected that renovations would cost
about §79 million. A $48 million, 418-

whena of students, now in
clementary sdmol will reach the high
. 8 10.the district’s en-
Tollment projections
Cost estimates are expected 10 be
updated and refined as the architect
drows dtailed lans ofthe renovaton
with the lep of educe
will 5o cordinating
il thlr ffonts and coergie 1o ring
about what we believe will be a high
School curriculum ready for the 21s
century.” Bowman said.




