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By TIM PANACCIO

staff helped
sink coach

John had an inkling he
wouldn't survive another fall at Ne-
shaminy High.

Thed-ummtwm
ban One league victories in
an ugly 4140 beating by Pnnmry
close a 47 campaign last

“There are only two hna of coach-
es," Chaump said. “Those who have
been fired and those who will.”

Chaump was fired on Jan. 16. The
firing came only three seasons after
Neshaminy went 80 in the Patriot
Division, 11-1 overall, losing in the
opening round of the state playoffs.

Neshaminy had some fine teams
under “Chaumpy,” as friends call
him. Between 1987 and 1989, the Red-
skins recorded 11 shutouts in 33 regu-
larseason games. The ‘88 club al-
lowed only 57 points in eight glm
in school

3 helped
«duce a 27-13 Redskins upset in 1989.

By the following fall, however,
Chaump had lost his entire defensive
staff — Varacallo included — to
jobs, not all in football. Chaump car-
ries eight assistants.
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p' is
indirectly tied to staff turnover,
confusion

than Chaump,
binlqy only assistant Colin Trickel

seven coaches in two years, its team
chemistry becomes unstable.

Though Chaump would argue the
pdngmmy'-wn-
disciplined on its sideline.

At times, his players didn't seem to
have their minds into the game. To-
ward last season's end, a coach plead-
dbmm‘&nlm-mm
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line picture the Redskins painted
weighed heavily against Chaump.

His assistants should have had bet-
ter control. They didn't.

“Our sidelines are going to look
disorganized because | carry 85 play-
ers and have another five or 10 train-
ers and managers, but that doesn't
mean our kids were fooling around
there,” Chaump said.

Kelly said little about the firing
except that wins and losses weren't
the sole criteria.

Chaump's five-year record at the
school was 36-20. His log in Suburban
One, where the pressure to produce
competitive football teams is great,
was 22191

As for holding a staff together ...

“You're in charge of seven adults
and 100 youngsters,” Kelly said. “Ulti-
mately, that person is in charge of the
whole program.”

Chaump says he won't contest the
decision with the teachers’ union.

“1 would still have to work with
Kelly, and he is of the opinion I can't
do the job, plus this could drag on for
months. ... It would be a giant mess,”

said.

Chaump is a genuinely nice py,
maybe the funniest, most frank foot-
ball coach in Bucks County. His wry
sense of humor endears him o many.
Chaump likes to poke fun at him-
self and the game too.
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“I never took myself too seriously,”
he said

Likewise, he seldom tried to make
other teams seem larger than life.

Regarding Mike Ortman's dreaded
run-and-shoot offense at Council
Rock, he would chide reporters time
and again: “When are you guys going
to wake up and realize it's not a true
run-andshoot?”

In the classroom, Chaump seemed
to have good with his stu-
dents, Everyone liked him.

Like most coaches at Neshaminy,
Chaump had only one free period
daily. That limited his contact with
players.

“I asked for lighter teaching duties
but couldn't get it,” he said.

A coach is not merely a coach in
high school. He's a surrogate parent,
a cop, a social worker, a guidance
counselor and a shrink.

Which is why the more coaches you
have inside the school, the better
handle you'll have on your club.

Chaump plans to continue teaching
biology and watch his two sons, John
Jr. and Tom, grow in the Neshaminy
football program.

“At this point in my career, it's time
for me to take a rest and enjoy my
own kids,” he said.

For now, Chaump can forget about
dissecting film.

Frogs are another matter.



