Who will gain last hurrah in Big 87

By RAY DI LISEIO
Courler Times Sports Writer

There ks one obvious, extra incen-
tive for ail member schouis uf the Big
Eight Football Conference this sea-
s,

The 1975 campaign will mark the
13th and final year of the formidable
conference,

Unquestionably, every tearm would
fike nothing better than to have the
right to claim it was Lhe last champi-
wn of the highly-respecied confer-
ence.

Take Pennsbury lor example. The
Faleons have won Lhg crown the last
three years. Furthermore, Pennsbury
{which also shared the title in 1966
and 1968) has not lost a league en-
counter since Nov, 20, 197L. It was on
that day wndefeated Neshaminy,
under head coach Jack Swartz, made
;lril?lbury s Lith straight victm,

Since thei, Pennsbury hasn't tnst-
ed defeal in 20 gamies, which includes
a scoreleas battle with Bethlehem
Liberty two years ago,

First and Last -

Or how about Neshaminy? The
Redskins won the crown Iln the
league's (nfant sesson (1963), under
head coach John Patercuskie.

In years to follow, Meshaminy
claimed two more outright banners
while sharing Lwo others,

But for present cosch Pal Allison,
now in his third season, it veould
mark his first league crown.

What would it mesan Ffor the two
Allentown schools? Allentown Louis
Dieruff has never won the crown out-
right, although it shared the banner
in ‘84 and "69. Allentown William Al-
len, despite seweral strong bids, has
never reached its goal.

What  about the Bethlehem
schioals? Liberty only turned the irick
in 1970 under head ecach Bob Bufi-
man. while Freedom has come up
short every year.

For Easton Area, it would repre-
sent their fourth claim to fame. The
Red Rovers won it outright in "87 and
‘68 and were co-holders with Penns-
boury in 68,

The final member, Reading High
Sehool, dida't ot the fold until 1973
and way nowhere near the ltle pic-
ture then or avan last season.

Which brings us to the pont =
question. Which teams figure to bat-
tle it out for the coveted crown this
year? Or, i there one clud so superi-
or that it threatens 1o make shambies
of the entire conference?”

Fugh off the bat, chances of any
ane team running away with the title
are somewhal remote. even
Pennsbury, despite its wealth of tal-
«nt and sive, will coast home.

Of course, the Falcons stll rate as
the (eam to beat. Bui, there are two
other legitimate contenders who Ng-
ure to give Pennsbury @ run for its
aney

In fact. one wouldn'l even be
reaching too far in mayng (here is an
excellent chance of two, possibly
three, teams [inishing in 2 dead heat
at the season's end,

Definite contenders are Dilerull
and Liberty. Bath schools have expe-
riefice on their side. with key men
redurning ot key positions.

If there is a darkhorse. it would
have tn be Allen which figures to be
particularly strong delensively,

MNeshaminy could surprise, bet the
*Ekins figure to be a little short due Lo
the schools split. However. a solid
defense and good running backs
eould help Nechaminy throw the con-
ference inlo 2 real tarmoil.

Easton, Freedom snd Resding
don 't figure in the title picture at this
point. Easton has plenty of becks re-
tuming. but that's about all. Heavy
Tosses in the line role out the Red
Rovers

BIG EIGHT FOOTBALL CONFERENCE
List ol Champioas
Record

Year School W L T
1963 Neshaminy Joba Petercuskic «i 0 0
(Lo Seshaminy Jobo Priervuskie 2 4 1

Dberull Eruie Wescoe 3 8 1
1965 Meshaminy Jobe Petercuskie i e 1
1966° Erte Baagher . 1 8

Easton Ares Bab Rote 4 1 0
1965 Esston Ares Bab Rute 5 0 0
96 Eation Ares Wayne Grube 5 0 0
1969°°  Nethaminy Jack r‘m : : :

Penatbury Erie Baugher

Dierutl Jeep Bedoarik i 20
e Liberty Bob Nuliman 5 10
1T Meshaminy Juck Swartz & 0 0
e Peonibucy & 0 0
1m Peassbary (hisck Kane & 0 1
Lo Peambiury Chuck Kane T 0 0
“to<champient
*unichampions

Trolter has his entive backfield

Jokn l.‘.i‘l'l-,' and muvq backs Mark
McConts. Mike Marks and Sonny

(gmard), Dave Howells

sive end). Kelth Bowers (contar-lne-
backer), Mike Cherwein 1
George Atlyeh (Lackle) and Kick Koh-
ber flinebacker)

at defensive end

double duty 23 a lnsebacker-tackle
in Cousing and

wilh velerans
Chsele Kilpatrick,
Offensive line is also sold. helped
by end Chack Gimnbar. The questhon
mark lies in the Hurricane secondary
where four new faces figure (o play,

ALLEN — Les Kish. now in his
sixth year. will po back to the Dela-
ware pffense which proved so suc-
cessfu] for the Canaries two years
BED-

Elght |=ttermen make Allen 5 pos-
The only thing whick could hort  sible sleeper. The Canaries are espe-
Freedom it kack of depth. The Husk-  cially strong defensively,
ies guite possibly may go wilk eighl  at Unebacker where Don Long. Mike
or nime bwo-say men Tumner and Hua‘:miqlmm Pai
wﬁ“ sl
LIBERTY — Coach Barry Feter-
who formesly was an liex with offense, espe-
coach st Lehigh Universi ' Asdy Polony who

state Big Eight clabs:

LOULS IMERUFF = For the first
tme in coach Bruce Trotter’s four-
year temre al Dierulf, the Huoskies
are a legitimaie threat.

rd.uﬁ:lm
Aberty’s Tine play. Garza will see

cially
has The potential bat bas been known
wl‘le erratic. Scott Long is the Canar-

EASTON AREA — Wiayne Grghe
will have a hard time in matching Last
year's oulstanding season which saw
the Red Rovers complle an 282 o0
ard

Piuw in his eighth season, Grube
has a club similar 1o two seasons apn-
which iz quick, but relatively

Easton (s strong In the backfield
with quarterback Van Ransom and
running backs Bob Steckel, Joe Cose
wnza, Jo& Hepp and Tyvone and Red-
nay Knlghton.

Both lines are critical, especially
defensively where only Jack 0O
Dannell returms at end,

FREEDOM = Thirdsyear onnch
Rich Andrews may be in for a lang
seasan, In fact, the Patriots will be
hard pressed (o oven better Last
year's 348 record.

Tha Patriota” sucesss will lis heavi-
Iy on the outpul ol & backfeld, led by
speedster Garcly, Line i in question,
with enly two-way tackle Fred Rice
and tight end Dan Abhanato top-
flight starters.

READING — Jim Clontz, who was
an assistant coach at Adrian College
(Mich ) kast year, takes over for Jahn
Schonewoll who has Since meved on
o Tyrone Area High School,

Clontz’ frst problem is finding a
replacement for topenotch quarter-
back John Schonewoll Jr. Jerry Cal-
abrese Tooks ke best bet to take aver
the QB duties.

Backdield Is quick with Cart Ell-
son, Goy Glimp and Konnie Brock-
ington.

Overall team size is 2 definite dis-
advantage. The line is suspect with
only pact-time starters Rick Weand,
FEric Miller. Kevin Rudy and Tom

SN PETERCUNKIE THAR BT

FRED FRENNS
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LOWER BUCKS COUNTY FOOTBALL

Annusl “Coach of the Year™ Award

(g
(Editor’s NWole: No selection made in

Year Name, School v
1854 Hasry Franks, Neshamiay 7 L}
1854 Al Maiuza, Peansbury .. 3 2
1856 Fred Preader, Hristol E] z
1857 Gordon Davies, Morrisville ] 2
1960 Marlon Van Horn, Benaslem 7 1
1961 Joho Petercuskie, Neshaminy 3 []
1962 John Petercusiie, Neshaminy 3 []
1961 John Petercuskle, Neshaminy 3 L]
1964 Lou Svrrentine, Woeodrow Wilsen . i 3
1965 John Petercuskie, Neshaminy 3 []
1966 Andy Tryens, Lower Morclad . 3 []
1967 k Bed , Bizhop F.gan ] 1
1964 Jack Swartz, Neshami 3 2
1969 4 []
1970 v ] 1
1571 (]
1572 Chuck Kane. Pennsbary L]
1973 Fred Conger, Morrisville 2 1

Chuck Kane. Pennsbury 5 L]

MARLY VAN KN
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