In victory over Pennridge

Neshaminy defense superb

By BOB MONTGOMERY
Courier Times S ports Writer

Neshaminy's defensive backs
experienced some mild confusion
last night at their Langhorne
school,

But unfortunately for Penn-
ridge quarterback Paul Auckland,
their puzzlement occurred afler
the game had ended with Nes-
haminy a 25-14 winner before 7 -
000 fans.. During the contest,
especially the second half, Auck-
land was the one bewitched, both
ered and bewildered. And the
Redskins'  defensive * secondary
was responsible.

Auckland’s only three comple-
tions of the second half were to
Neshaminy defenders, as the
'Skins foughl back from a 14-6
halftime deficit with three touch-
downs within four minutes, all set
up by interceptions.

But the rapidity of the thefts

STATISTICS

P N
First doWns ..ooewiomiionren 1
Yards sohing oo 113 n
Pagses atlempted ooense e 13 15
Passes completed i 3 K
Passes intercepled by .o 2 L]
Yards prssing .ovcnnesnnsrryocsnsns B3 126
Net yards ..., 360
PO oo

Punlipg average ...
Fumbles recovered by ...
Yarde penalieed o cnrien
even had Neshaminy coach Jack
Swartz in a slight state of uncer-
tainly. :
I think Smith's (Bart) was the
big one," Swartz said. "Wasn't
that the last one?"

“I'm not sure when I got my
second  interception,”  began
Smith. "Yes, 1 guess it was the
last one,"

“That's right,"" agreed,” team-
mate Bill Correll. *'I got the first
one in the second hall, Don
(Dripps) the second and Bart the
third."

Neshaminy led for the first time
in the game, and the season, after
Dripp's interception with 2:04 left
in the third quarter,

The senior back snagged the
ball near midfield, and returned it
to the Pennridge 26. Five plays
later, fullback Len Barker bulled
over from the two to give Nes-

Jhaminy an 18-14 lead. Barry Sulli-

van's kick was no good.

Dripps also was partially re-
sponsible for the 'Skins' first TD
of the second hall which was set
up by Correll's interception.

With four minutes remaining in
the third quarter, Dripp deflected
an Auckland pass near the Penn-
ridge 40,

*I don't remember how it hap- ¢

pened exactly,” Correll smiled.
“I was just there. And then I
found it (the ball} in my arms and
I was in a state of shock."

Correll returned the ball to the

Rams' 34. After Lwo running plays
gained only three yards, Neshami-
ny quarterback Bob Grupp passed
left to Joe Sroba who weaved his
way to the sideline, and pranced
into the end zone to pull Neshami-
ny within two at 14-12. Grupp's
pass for two points failed.

That pass to Sroba was one of
only five passes Grupp threw in
the second half, after doubling
that output in the first half, But
two of his first hall tosses were
intercepted, and one was directly
responsible for Pennridge’s last
score with only 19 seconds (o go in
the half.

“T was throwing too much into
.crowds that first half," Grupp
said. *'Then in the second half, I
started taking double looks, and
then running when someone
wasn't open.”

Grupp ad libbed his way for 76
vards to lead Neshaminy's devas-
tating ground game which ate up
much of the clock in the second
half after the "Skins had struck for
their three quick scores. Sroba
rushed for 71 yards.

Four Backs :
“Bob's running out there gave
us four effective backs,” Swartz
<aid. “It really helped our ground
game. And our kids finally woke
up and were blocking well t0o."
“Not only did we get the block-
ing, but our backs were running to
the right holes consistently,”

Grupp said. “‘Barker, Joey and |’

Muggy (Mark Donahue) all were
running and blocking well.”

Smith struck the crushing blow
for Neshaminy on the first play of
the fourth quarter. He picked off
Aukland's pass at the Neshaminy
44, worked his way to the right
sideline and then streaked in for
the score.

“‘When I got the ball, I saw four
Pennridge players in front of
me,” Smith began. “But then El-
lis (Connor) blocked his man.
Straw  (Mark Strawbridge) and
Bob Miller got theirs. And I out-
ran the other man. With 20 yards
to go, 1 knew I had it, and it really
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felt great."”
Smith also intercepted a pass
early in the first quarter, but Nﬁ-'
haminy returned the ball on a
fumble three plays later. |
EXTRA POINTS — Swartz had
spoken of lineup changes after last
week's 18-7 loss to Bishop F'Jgan.||
but then changed his mind. *You |
don't change that quick, alter just
one loss. A lot of our players are
inexperienced and just finding out
what to do' . .. Middle guard
Miller and tackle Strawbridge
both played excellent defensive
games ... Pennridge's attack
was led by the Roberls brothers,
Dave and Bob, and Scott Kings-
bayer. All three went both ways.
Dave Roberts intercepted a pass
to set up Pennridge’s 69 yard TD
pass play from Auckland to Kings-
bauer. Kingbauer picked off a
Grupp pass late in the second half
and returned it 30 vards to set u
the Rams' second score . .
Bands from both Neshaminy ani
Pennridge provided halftime erg
tertainment. '
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