Bensalem no match for Neshaminy

Redskins humble Owls, 53-0

By RAY IM LISSIO
Courier Times Sports Writer

Neshaminy High School uses a
rather simple formula when play-
ing the game of football.

The "Skins blend an awesome
offensive attack and an equally
devastating defensive display to
produce a most potent end resull.

Neshaminy put the formula to
good use again last might in
thumping visiting Bensalem
Township High School, 53-0, be-
fore some 8,500 fans.

From the game's opening play,
which saw Neshaminy's Jack
Wills pounce on a fumble at the
enemy 41-yard line, it was appar-
ent Bensalem would become the
sixth straight team unable to
come up with the antidote to
crack the powerful formula.

One-Man Show

Led by the dazzling perform-
ance of halfback Joe Sroba, the
"Skins scored virtoally at mll in
their opening Lower Bucks Coun-
ty League Séction One test,

Sroba was just about a one-man
show. The 510, 180-pound back
scored five touchdowns, including
an electrilying 73-yard punt return
early in the first period.

Sroba took the ball on his own
27, circled left away from his
blockers and outran the Owl de-
fense. “That was a shrewd play,”
commented winning coach Jack
Swartz. “Joe went around the
wall, took two  steps and just out-
ran everyone."

Sroba’s other touchdown came
on a three-yard run, a 57-yard run,
and passes of 66 and 49 yards from
quarterback Bob Grupp.

Grupp's TDs

The bb-varder was also a picutre
of perfection. Sroba caught the
flare pass on his 41, sped the left
side and, with two quick moves,
faked three defenders in racing to
the end zone.

The 4%-yard bomb, which saw
Grupp loft a high-arching pass giv-
ing Sroba plenty of time to get
under it, came on the final play of
the half to give Neshaminy an in-
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surmountable 33-0 lead.

Grupp also fired two other
touchdown passes, hitting Mark
Donghue with a 21- sCOre ona
screen pass over the middle early
in the second quarter, and an
eight-yarder over the middle to
end Tim O'Brien for the final
score in the third period.

Neshaminy's other TD came on

" Bart Smith’s 84-yard return fol-

lowing his interception of a Bruce
Reiprich pass.
Double Teamed

“On the play, Woelk (Rich,
Bensalem's end) went deep. We
were double-teaming him the en-
tire game. The pass was under-
thrown and Connor (Ellis) and 1
ran into one another going after
the ball,

“I simply grabbed it and ran
down the right side. Reiprich was
the only one around to stop me.
But he went for a fake and after
that, no one was around,"” ex-
plained Smith.

Neshaminy assistant coach Pal
Allison was satisfied with the sec-
Allestown  0ndary’s performance. “Our plan
was to take away their best pass,

the deep one to Woelk. We dou-
ble-teamed him, and forced them
{Bensalem) to go to something
else.

At first, they had some success
with those short passes to their
backs, particularly their fullback
(Joe Mattiacei) coming out of the
backfield. In the second half
though we maide some adjust-
ments, getting our tackles (Mark
Strawbridge and Mike Haves) lo
slow them (the backs) down at the
line. -
“We also put pressure on Rei-
prich to push him a little. 1 think
we did a pretty good job ot it."”

SKIN NOTES — Bensalem's
most serious scoring threat came
in the fourth period when, follow-
ing a blocked punt, it moved to
the "Skins 24 before the drive
stalled . . . Grupp completed sev-
en of 13 passes (184 yards) ...
Reiprich was five for 14 (54
yards).

Ben Watson and Jerry Coniglio
did a fine job in opening big holes
for Neshaminy's hard-running
backs . .. The Neshaminy defense
has now recorded three shutouts
in its last four games ... Sroba's
30 points give him 110 for the sea-

... The LBCL record (191)
was set by Neshaminy's Bob Bax-
ter in 1962.

LINEUPS
Bensalem Twp, (0
ENDS: Gower, Woelk, Davis, Hansen,
Siokes, Gorskd, Fafara, Soley.
TACKLES: Lecuyer, Jackiewicz, Spey, Kov-
itch, Rongione, Ziegler, Young, Penny.

GUARDS: Rigney, Blernat, Gibson, Silcox,

CENTERS: Hicks, Larsan, Esposity, Dumi-
in.

BACKS: Hell, Brambani, Deardon, Rei-
prich, Nicoletti, Haleton, Carver, Jones,
Emolenak, Cianad, Russo, Mattiseel, Kau-
trasi, Clarke, Mashore, Farmer, Naggent,
E;'J.Hﬂﬂ'w Boyee, Paciitl, Cascer-

Neshaminy (37)
ENDS: Cliver, Willis, Gale, Fox, 0'Brien,

Wilks,
TACKLES: Watson, Strawhrldge, Hayes,
; 2orn, Sevenson, Cangrer,

GUARDS: Miller, Cook, Romett, Rasen-
bisty, Bovies, Zimmer.

CENTERS: Eccles, Pierce.

BACES: Orr, Grupp, Shenefelt, Correll,
Dosahue, Marshall, Smith, Tyrell, Con-
nar, Preadergast, Sraba, Morrs, Naihas,
Barker, Miller, Barker, Haliman, Sauls,
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SECOND: N-Doashee 21 pass Irom Grupp
iBakr kick); Sroba 49 pass from Gropp
Tkhck wide)

mmnm {Bahr kleki;

Ef ‘return (Bahr kick;
Bricn 8 pass from G:"lg‘_[mf;lrlz widel.

'fmnnuammmlumh:mr
mlﬂ'rumlulhm Roger

LT e

OFF AND RUNNING — Neshaminy High School’s Joe Sroba (left) is
enroute to a 73-yard punt return touchdown early in last night’s game
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against Bensalem Township High School. Touchdown was second of
five by the fleet Neshaminy back.



