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By RAY DI LISSIO
Courier Times Sports Writer

Woodrow Wilson High School’s 5

foatball team had to be sky-high
last night. How else could one
explain the Rams’ ineredible, ex-
plosive start against heavily-fa-
vored Neshaminy High School?

For nearly 10 minutes, Wilson
had a ““‘Homecoming Day” crowd
of 5,000 in a stupor. The deter-
mined Rams jumped off to a 9-0
first-period lead and thoughts of
an upset entered many minds,

But once-beaten Neshaminy re-
assembled its forces and roared
back to whip Wilson, 349, in a
Lower Bucks Counfy League Sec-
tion One contest, !

Two interceptions by defensive
haliback Bill Struble gave the
fired-up Rams the necessary im-
petus to cause Neshaminy a great
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deal of concern.

Struble’s first interception at
Neshaminy's 37 led to John Me-
Kenna's eventual 32-yard field
?ual One minute later Struble pil-
ered & bomb, intended for speedy
Joe Sroba, at the Wilson 27.

With quarterback Bob Hinton
hitting McKenna on two passes
covering 38 vards, the Rams
moved to Neshaming’s 43. On the
next play, halfback Mike Tenaglia,

WHO
School football coach
seeking help from above in
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Woodrow Wilson High
Plestiells ipps >
recent game. Picariello’s

uld have used even more help last
Neshaminy earned-a 34-9 victory.

|
After fall.'fti‘_'gv behind, 9-0

ny rallie

on a draw, roared up right tackle
43 yards for a score against a
stunned Neshaminy line.

But that's as far as it would go.
The *Skins defense went to work,
led by the stellar play of tackle
Mark Strawbridge, to continually
shut the door on any further Wil-
son threats.

For that matter, the Rams rec-
orded but one first down in the

" second half and Hinton, sacked on

numerous occasions, was able to
complete just one more pass the
rest of the way.

Big Break

Strawbridge felt “‘we just wer-
en't getting off the ball either way
in the beginning. They (Wilson)
were really up for this one. But
once, we gol that one break,
things really turned around,”

That one break Strawbridge
made reference to came in the
warning seconds of the opening
period. A bad snap from center,
which sailed over Wilson. punter
Bill Walsh's head, went into the

to crush Wilson
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end zone, Walsh tried to run it
out, but was stopped cold by a
host of Neshaminy tacklers just
past the goal line. On the next
play. Sroba scored his first of two
tauchdowns on a plunge off tac-
hle:

“There’s no question that play
helped us. Sure [ was concerned
when Wilson had a9-0 lead, 1 told
the boys if they sat on thewr
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haunches,
time,"" exp
Jock Swarlz,

“We jusE;didn'l come off the
hall soon emough in the beginning.
But with the bad snap and our re-
crouping the boys rose to the oc-
casion to baunce back.™

*Skins Seal Game

Sroba gave Neshaminy the lead

for keeps taking a punt at midfield

‘d be in for a rough
ined winning coach

v through the second peri-
od and racing all the way for the
score.

“I think that's all we really
needed,” added Strawbridge.

But Neshaminy wasn't through.
Late in the first half, the ‘Skins,
highlighted by passes covering 28
vards from quarterback Bill
Grupp fo Sroha, stormed 63 yards
for another score, with Mark
Donahue going off tackle the final
1L

In the second half, Grupp con-
nected on an eight-yard fouch-
down pass to Donahue, and later a
10-yard strike to end Tim O'Brien.

“They (Wilson) were concen-
trating on Sroba, especially on
him gaing home: They gave us the
short passes, and Grupp had the
opportunity o go to Danahue,
O'Brien or Gale {Steve).” ended
Swartz.

‘SKIN TALK — Neshaminy is
now 20 in league play and has

won seven straight since bowing
to Bishop Egan . . . The defeat for
Wilson was its sixth in eight games

and first in the EBCL ... Sroba’s -

WOODROW WILSON i91
ENDS: MeKenna, Weller, Gatto, Me-
Cleflan.
TACKLES: Wagenseller, Stone. Smith,
GUARDS: D, Morgan, Volinski, Nelson.

two touchdowns give him 20, couregs

three ahead of his nearest compet-
itor, Dale Delise of Pennsbury . ..

Matt Bahr converted four of his'

five placements, failing on his fi-
nil try.

Parents of Neshaminy's senior
members on the team were on
hand for Homecoming festivities
. .. Gale was presented the second
annual Robert J. Hurst Award in
memory of the former Neshaminy
player (1933-54) who passed away
in June of last year , . . The award
is given to the “most courageous
and dedicated plaver.” Ellen
Klein was selected Homecoming
Queen ... The gala affair also
consisted of i1 impressive floats
... The game was Neshaminy's
final one at home this year ...
The ‘Skins finish on the road
against  Bethlehem Freedom,
Council Rock and Pennsbury,
respectively,

BACKS: Hinto. Md, Tenaglia, Mk, Tenaglia,
Yeazer, Thompson, chpmaz Harnah,
Thompson. Struble, Shaw, B. Morzan.
Killian.

NESHAMINY 3

ENDS: 0 Brien, Gale, Cliver. Fo, Wills.

TACKLES: Watson, &rlhkldu;'@'nni:]i:,
Haves, Zorn, Clark.

GUARDS:  Bovles, Rosenblatt, Miller,
Romet. Cook,

CENTERS: Eerles, Lodee. :

BACKS: Grupp, Donahue, Sroba. Barker,
Conger, Stevenson, Connor, Smith, (or-
rell. Orr. Shenefelt. Bahe. Tvrell. Hali
man, Miller.
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SCORING
FIRST: W-MeKenny X2 field goal: W-Mk.
Tenaglia 43 run (kick wide!: NSroba. ran
ABahr kick!,

'SEGOND: NSrobn 31 punt return (Bahe

Kieki: Donahue 11 run (Bahr kick),
THIRD: NDoaahue 8 pass from Gropp

1Bahr kick).
FOURTH: N-'0Brien 18 pass from Gropp

{kick widel,

OFFICIALS

Gerry Zeager, referee; Jim Mclnerney,
umplre; Jack Ruane, head linesman; Joe
Brers, fleld jodze. -



