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But one thing can’t be

greatdeal in common _

By JOE GROSS
Courier Times Sports Writer
Pennshary High  Sehool's
Gary Pasek and Neshaminy
High School’'s Ben Watson who
don’t even knaw each other vel,
will be “enemies” Saturday aft.

ermoon when the two schools”

micet In their traditional foot.
ball rivalry. However, the two
have a grest deal in common.
Pasek was an  Afl-Lower
Bucks Coonty offensive puard
lmst year, Watson was an All
Lower Bueks olfensive tackle,
Neither gets o great deal of pub-
licity since he is o lineman, and
olfensive linemen rarely get the
credit due them. Both are sen-
fors. Both want to be on the
winning team Saturday,
- “I'm really excited about the
game," exclaimed Watson, tak-
ing a moment out froma tough
Neshaminy session.
“Even more than last vear. [
think the fact we're In the posi-
tion Pennsbury was in last vear
mukes the difference. This vear
Pennsbury is the unbeaten team
and we have one loss. Last vear
It was the other way around.”

Watson, who oulgoing Nes
haminy head caach Jack Swartz
calls, “one of the best blocking
tackles ever gt the school,”
spoke rapldly, exhibiting o great
deal of mervous energy in anticl-
pathon of the biz game — THE
GAME.

Pasck seemed to pick his
words more carefully — speak-
fng slower — a5 he discossed the
upcoming hattle. “I'd say the

GARY PASER

game means more to me this
year because I'm a sendor — it's
my last shot @t Neshaminy,
And, of course the fact we are
undefeated makes it more im-
portant, to0," explained the
small, but tough, lineman,

“The same thing is at stake —
Big Seven and Lower Bucks
County League Section One
champlonships — bat it some-
how has more meaning thun lust
year."

Pasek noted, “there is more
tension at practice this week. 1,
and | think most-of the other
players, are trying harder and
doing better than other wsual-

‘Both Watsan and Pasek agree
the Courier Times Foothall Poll
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~ which has their respective
teams- tied for the top spot
among the major sehools of the
grea—means  litthe  incentive.
wise. “The ratings make no dif-
ference now,” sald Watson,
“The titles at stake mean more
than the poll," stated Pasek,"”
“The poll champion will be de-
cided Saturday.”

Tronclally, Pasck started his
football eareer- us o defensive
tackle in filth grade and didn't
become o fulltime offensive
guard undil his junior vear ot
Pennshury and Watson was a
defensive end untll midway
through his junior year when be
made’ the switch to olfensive

tackle, 5
“T liked plaving defensive

end.” savs Watson, *but I love
iplaying offense, It seems 2 Tot of
the moys like defense better, Not
me, T really love offensive tac-
Kle,” reitermted the siv-foot,
150-pounder.

That weight, by the way, s
nat the program weight, which
brings up another point the
opposing linemen have in com-
men. “I'm really omly 8%,
explained Pasek, “but Gordon
Davies who plaved here o while
back is smaller than me sow
and when be was a senlor he
had 510 in the program. [ mode
adeal with the conch and T god n
S0 in the program too.” Wat
son s In the. Neshaminy pro
gram as.being a 205-poander.
Pasek tips the seales at “just
about 163.”

Watson, who lives in the Co-
balt Ridge section of Levittown,
like Pasck, has no fricnds or
ncquaintances on the opposing
team, However Watson has tak-
en a hit of chiding from a neigh-
bor whose nephew Is Mike
Cuine, the Pennsbury defensive
lineman who will be plaving
over him.

“1 don’t actually know him
(Caine), but I sort of feel like 1
da. I gaess T meet him Sator-
duy." nid Watson with 2 smile.

Hen Watson and Gary Pasek
are looking forward to the en-
counter of thelr teams — they
con nol personally meet on the
field since both play offense —
they both know the game will
bt 2 good one.

And each knows his team will
win,

FALCON FRONT — The Pennsbury High School
foothall team's offensive line is anxiously awaiting to
show Lower Bucks County fans on Saturday at Fal-

l_'_'_l

Bucks Cunnty
lﬂnuﬁrg\ Ties

PAGE 50 NOWV.15. 1972

!

|

| Courter Tiemes phote by Mike Karnicky

| i
SET TO GO — The Neshaminy High Schoo! football team's offensive  'Brien, Ben Watson, Pat Romette, Mark Stephenson, Harry Cook,
line will be raring to go this Saturday as it tries to knock Pennsbury  Paul Grinups and Steve Gale,
High School from the ranks of the unbeatens, They are (from leit) Tim

Strengths complement weaknesses

con Field it's second to none — especially Neslwml-

ny. They are (from left) Jim Kettles, Pat Soriero,
Mike Page, Gary Pasek and Gary Metroka.

By ED CHRISTINE
Courier Times Sports Writer
Statistically speaking, this

vear's MNeshaminy-Pennsbary
High School game should end ina
draw, Each squad’s strength ap-
pears to be the other’s weakness,

But, as has been so often stated
before, “for this game, previous
statistics don't mean a thing.”

A look at the charts shows the
teams almast evealy matched of-
[ensively.

The Redskins of Neshaminy
hold a stight edge in the passing
department, due mainly to the
pinpoint accuracy of quarterback
Bob Grupp, Neshaminy has pro-

duced 1,282 yards through the alr Gy o

compared to 953 for Pennshyry.
Grupp has 15 TD passes to Gary
Kutsmeda’s 12

The Falcons boost 4 168-yard
bulge in rushing (191617431 and
have outscored the Redskins on
the ground, 32 TDs to 25

Kicking has been a Pennsbury
plus for the past few seasons, and
cosch Chuek Kane has another top
noteh booter in John Giordano.

dano has on 45

’Skins and Falcons
very even on paper

son.

Pennsbury’s Mike Curley has
punted 26 times for a 37-yard aver-
age, while Grupp has a 34yord
average for the "Skins.

Neshaminy's Joe Sroba (140
pointstand Pennsbury’s Dale De-
lise (124 points), the LBCL's top
two scorers, should also help
make things interesting,

Nelther team Iikes to cough up

the ball as Pennsbhury has commit-

Team statistics

PEFENSIVE STATISTICS
Nesh,

ted only 14 turnovers lo N&lﬁ-
ny’s 21,
In the most important statistic
of all — polnts scored — Pemh-r
Ty leads 356-310.
Defensively,

nents” rafining games, umkm
haminy has been impenetrable’ .
through the air,

The Faleons have given up Ihu
fewest first downs, yards rushing.
touchdowns rushing and total net
vards, They have also lorced the
opposition to the punting lines 59

times,
The Neshaminy linebackers and

s secondary have given up less than

five pass completions per game,
and have been “burned” only

& three times, The Redsking have

alsn recovered more fumbles thin

12 fhe Falcons (15121, bul Pennsbu-

ry has given ep the lewest polnts
[l
The Falcons have recorded four

s shutoats to Neshaminy's three,

The gam should end tied be-

c'ma point attempts, and his five
field goals are just oneshy of the
Lower Bucks County League
mark.

In all probability soccer star
Matt Bahr will handle the place
menis which Redskin coach Jack
Swartz hopes will be many. Bahr
fias 23 PATs to his credit this sea-

cause Nesh, is strong in the
passing dep-rtment. while the
Falcons secondary is

2 weak. Pennsbury murders people
on the ground, and the Redskins

haven't handled the rush well Al
things point to a high scoring

1 deadlock,

But. dan't bet on it. The game
won't end tied if for no other rea-
son than it's 'F’L'!II\Shnr} Vi Nes-

harminy,

Champion will be decuie(l Salurda\

Neshaminy, Pennsbury tie
but this is the last time

The tie lingers on for anather
week, but it's demise Is imminent.
After the fiveweek co-beaders,
Neshaminy  and  undefeated
Pennsbury, clash Saturday after-
noon at the Fairless Hills school,
only one team will remain atop
the major schaols in the Courler
Times Foothall Poll.

That is, of course, unless the
two teams te in their last game of
the scason, a prospect which
would cause cries of anguish fo
spring forth from partisans of
bath sides.

For both teams, a tie would be
mare painful than a Sunday sun-
burn, less appealing than cold
aatmeal and more difficult to live
with than chronie paison ivy on an
unseratchable portion of the body,

A tie would mean co-champi-
onships in Section One of the
Lower Bucks County Football
League and the Big Seven Confer-
enee.

An even score would prevent
vither team from laying claim to
LBC sup ¥, ond

their first-place votes equally once
rnare, for the sixth straight week.

Close games between the two
have been the rule rather than the
exceplion in recent years, Three
of the last four contests were de-
cided by less than a touchdown,
while the other, in 1970, ended in
a 7-7tie.

MAJOR SCHOOLS
Rank School
L. (tie) Neshaminy {9-1) (5} ... 95
Penasbury (1001 (31... 95
3. Archbishop Wood 8-1) ... 80
4. Council Rock {45 . 68
5, Bensalem (53
6. Bishop Egan (5-3) .
7. Woodrow Wilson (25
8, fiel William Tennent i0-3)
Delkaas {17

SMALL 5CHOOLS
lank School

T

1. Jenkintown i8-1) (10}
2. Bristol (8-2) ..
1. Morrisville (4-5)
4. Lower Moreland (35
5. George School (430 ..

Bath teams lived up to their top
billings Last week, as Pennsbury
swamped Reading, 634, for its
10th straight win and Neshaminy
slammed Council Hock, 348

Only two changes were regis-
tered amang the major schools in
this week's poll. Bensalem Town-
ship jumped [rom seventh to fifth
by virtue of its 19-17 win over
Woodrow Wilson, while Wilson
fell to Bensalem's former posic
tion. And Delhaas, which lost to
Lower Moreland, 70, corniered
enough votes to tie William Ten-
nent for eight.

Archbishop Wood retained a
strong hold on the third spot with
a kev 746 win over LaSalle in the
Northern Division of the Philadel-
phia Cathalic Lezgue. The win
earned Wood o playol] spot oppo-
site Bishop Kenrick for the North-
emn Division champéonship. The
two will meet at 1 p.m. Sunday in
Villanova Stadium. wh iy

No changes were made among © -
the small schools.

would rage for vears over “whe was
betler in T2

Equal Again?

And finally, a tie would force
the Courier-Times nollstors (o eas)



