Concerning N

'shammy-Pennsbur «rame

Slmple questions; simple answers

QUESTION NUMBER ONE
aminy-Pennsbury game?”

Vho is going to win the Nes-

QUESTION NUMBER TWO: ‘Do you have any tickets?"
This corner has been confronted with those two inquiries a
“thousand times or better this week alone. Everytime I've stopped
loutside the questions pop up. That shows how much true interest
there-is in tomorrow’s football game between undefeated Penns-
bury High School (10-0) of Fairless Hills and once-beaten Nesham-
iqmnon.anghom

& '!1!‘ Tirst question can be answered quickly. — Pennsbary,

'second one is casy too — no tickets available,

2] + lyou Jike scholastic football at its best then the only place to
bé fomorfow al 1:30 would be in Fairless Hills. There should be
g;my of thunder over ““Kane’s Kanyon” when Lower Bucks

Cunty's finest gridiron machines clash.

b

. PENNSBURY, under coach Chuck Kane, is in a position to

earn a pair of football titles, finish undefeated and to stand in
front of Neshaminy as the football powerhouse of 1972,

Neshaminy, defending Section One champion of the Lower
Bucks County Football League and the Big Seven Conference,
enters ‘Kane's Kanyon™ with a chance to annex the same rewards
Pennsbury is stalking.

If coach Jack Swartz' Redskins canupset Pennsbury the twin
titles will again rest in Langhorne,

NO ONE HAS TO TELL Neshaminy's kids what is at stake
and no reminders are necessary for the Falcons.

Neshaminy's “extra” incentive could be the retirement of
Swartz, who said before the 1972 campaign he would step down,
“win, lose or draw.” An interesting observation could be assistant
coach Pal Allison on the sidelines tomorrow. It is believed by
many Allison will be Neshaminy's next head coach,

The 12,000 expected to view the scrap will be in for a treat,
But the ones who really will be “lucky” are the 80 kids from both

Neshaminy and Pennsbury who have the opportunity to play ina
game which has such importance, and one they'll never forget —
winor lose.

ALMOST LOST in the shuffle this weekend is the fact anoth-
er Lower Bucks County school is also in a title battle. Warminster
Archbishop Wood, under Dick Bedesem, can make history by
winning the Philadelphia Cathalic League's Northern Division
crown,

Wood (8-1) will tangle with Norristown’s Bishop Kenrick at
Villanova Stadium on Sunday at 1 p.m. Wood was in contention a
year ago under Bedesem but the Vikings failed. If they can clip
Kenrick it will be quite an accomplishment for the Vikes, who
were on the bottom on the Catholic League North for a hall dozen
seasons before Bedesem became their coach,

Four other schools will close their schalastic campaigns to-
moarrow. Bensalem Township hopes to salvage a winning seasoh
against Delhaas and Newtown Council Rock could end 55 if it
handles winless Warminster William Tenne:

Dick

Dougherty

Sports Editor

Now . ... to the prediction plank.

Tomorrow afternoon:

Neshaminy at Pennsbury: Both schools will produce points.
But Pennsbury’s.defensive club has the muscle to contain the
Irisky Redskins. Pennsbury will bend, but won't break.
Pennsbury, 23-14.

Bensalem Twnship at Delhaas: Unless the Owls under-rate
the young Tigers it will be victory number six for 72, Bensalem,
2713,

William Tennent at Council Rock: Tennent's bleak year will
end up without a win for the Panthers. Council Rock, 27.7,

Sunday afterhoon:

Archbishop Wood vs, Bishop Kenrick (at Villanova Stadium):
The small, but determined Vikings will make it by rugged Ken-"
rick. Wood, 19-13.

In the pros:
~ Dallas at Philadelphia: Close the door boys, a storm is com-
ing. Dallas, 31-6.

Penvkbufy hosts Neshaminy on
Satuediy in what probably will be
the midst m*mng scholastic grid-
iron iBdttle Since last seuson's

m :
N‘dmluny drvpped an 187
decisier to Bishop Egan before
knocking.ofl nine straight oppo-
neots. Rennsbury has been perfect
in 10putings. . -
Everyone likes to get into the
e act of predicting the li-
nal fGofe. And the Courier Times
:pnrkmm is no different.
ln;nw ISt try of the year our

thl n: Joe Sroba
ﬂmm gives coach
Jac!tﬂnrh a tremendous fare-
wellift. Neshaminy, 27-14,
Eg! Chiristine: The Falcans
m‘!&bﬂﬁl to fold with their first
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tive, eoach Chuck Kane has the
memory of 1971 to erase.
Pennsbury, 17-14.

Wayne Fish: The toe of John

PAGE 35

Joe Gross: Something always
happens to prevent Pennsbury
from attaining an unblemished
record. It hasn't happened yet, so

never only one game  Giordano will make the Falcons this has to be the game.

m!.‘-‘ nd; Iu; an added incen-

g0. Pennsbury, 28-27,

Neshaminy, 21-20.

Ray DiLissio: Neshaminy will
add a few miore wrinkles to its al-
ready powerful and versatile at-
tack. Pennsbury’s attempt for an
undefeated season will be thwart-
ed again. The Redskins will give
coach Swartz & memorable send-
off. Neshaminy, 21-14.

Bob Montgomery: Position for
position Pennsbury may be a
more solid football tam, but Nes-
haminy is too explosive to be con-
tained. Neshaminy, 27-17,

John Ribar: Both are great of-
fensive teams, but Pennsbury’s
edge comes because of a stronger
defensive unil. Pennsbury, 21-14,

Mike Tasker: Neshaminy has a
better offensive team, and is the
favorite. Neshaminy, 24-14.

Joe Petrucelli: I'd hesitate to
‘wager a third grader’s allowance,
but I'm going with Nesha-
miny — BIG. Neshaminy, 28-7.

1

"FOR REDSKINS — The Pennsbury ngh School linebackers and

i

Bob Bowden, Ron Dundala, and John Lerch; (back) Mike Curley, John

debniwe backs are getting ready for tomorrow’s football game with

Nesbmny High School. The Falcon defenders are (front. from left)

‘:’vl..-

5_,,,

‘BOB MONTGOMERY

quimgsSpanriu:
Du;phé his announced retire-
ment; . Neshaminy coach Jack
Swarld has “fo’ special feeling”
:bour:wmurr ’s  Neshaminy-

ng:’]:ry
!b}s game,” the
Baunmy coach said
- t watch. 1 want
like to remem-
'huj with a good group
“‘»':3."-‘# B, ot
nor Pennsbuy
m&mne feel Swarlz
retireferll-ill provide a major
.-ldvanmge for the
N A kins in Ih;lll 30
game-Jal, | bury’s con
Radiateis
"!L’h ¢ -given it much
thwﬂ\[{"'ﬁlnr said. “But 1
wmmiﬁg kids would want
to winl fdr themsélves, although it
tn the batk of their minds

+:

| g
Field helped

‘fmm above’

ﬂle recent heavy rains

hm {compled Pennsbury

hool to seek help

above for tomorrow's

yhﬁ ‘Pgainst. Neshaminy —
be(r]ntbnlh teams that is.

[#'was Feported to the Cau-

rier Times tast night that two

| be!iu!tm will fan Falcon

' Field tqday to aid in drying

Ih!,ﬂ:mpllr

to win for their coach.

“For our kids, it's a chance to
make history,” Kane continued.
“I'm sure they want to be remem-
bered as Pennsbury’s first unde-
{eated team.”

Also at stake for Pennsbury and
once-beaten Neshaminy are cham-
pionship laurels. The winner will
gain both the Lower Bucks County
Football League Section One and
Big Seven Conference titles.

In other games tomorrow,
Couneil Rock will play host to Wil-
liam Tennent and Bensalem
Township will visit Delhaas at 2

p.m.

Archbishop Wood will meet
Bishop Kenrick at 1 p.m. Sunday
at Villanova Stadium in a playoll
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for the Northern Division title of
the Philadelphia Catholic League.

Everyone interested in Lower
Bucks football is aware of the
role-reversal in this year's Penns-
bury-Neshaminy game, Lasi sea-
son, Neshaminy entered the con-
test unbeaten, while Pennsbury
was weighed by a loss,

But both coaches readily agree
there are more differences than
records in 1972,

“This year's Neshaminy team
has more pride in itself,” Swartz
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Editors note: lhlhn-De-ﬂ!lllii not
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Asma, and Frank Lennon.

Neshammy coach Jack Swartz has
no special feeling’ about game

began. “Alter that loss in the first
game (18-7), they decided they
warited to win and no task has
been too big.

“Last year’s team had to be
prodded a little,” Swartz contin-
ued. “Bul nol this one,™

Did last year's undefeated Nes-
haminy team have more talent
than this year's team? *You could
say that,” Swartz replied. *

“This is probably the finest
overall team we've ever had,”
Kane said of his Falcons. “'Our
defense might not be as good as
last year's, but it keeps the opposi-
tion from scoring much. And we
“can put points on the board, plus
we're deep in many positions.

“We don't depend on one or
two individuals, as in the past,”
Kane added. “And the opposition
can't key on any one player.

“Dale (Delise), Bill (Porter)

i and Jelf (Fitz-Maurice) can all run

the ball well. And this year we
have g passing altack with Gary
(quarterback Kutsmeda), Terry
tHoffman)and Don (Breece),

“In the past we've seen nine-
man lines, but they haven't been
doing that this year."

“Pennsbury has more talent
this year." Swartz said matter of
factly. “Delise, Porter, Kutsmeda
and Fitz-Maurice are all good

Ben ONES, Which gives them a better

attack. And the defense could be
just as strong.”

“Last year's Neshaminy team
might have been more balanced,”
Kane said. *“Their offense relies

(Continued on Page 37, Cal. 2)

AIR PIRATES — The Neshaminy High School de-
fensive secondary hopes to foil every Pennsbury
passing attempt tomorrow. The Redskin defenders

By JOE PETRUCELLI
Courier Times Sports Writer
Comparing Neshaminy High

School [ootball teams with Penns-
bury High School football teams
in years past has been a little like
comparing 5,280 feet with a mile.

It's no different in 1972,

This year the two powerhouses,
which will face each other st
Pennsbury Saturday, both have
had awesome seasons. Neshaminy
lost its opener to Bishop Egan,
but has been untouchable since
Pennsbury has glided throu; the
Big Seven and the Lower Bucks
County League undefeated.

And in 1972, as in many seasons
past, the meeting between (he two
teams will decide the Big Seven
and the LBCL champion,

Picking Winner Difficult
Picking a winner in Saturday’s

game is impossible, or so it seems.

Asking someone 1o pick a win-
ner is like asking him to decide
between filet mignon and lobster
tails.

You usually*ind up with Surf-
n-Turf.

Here are how some of the
coaches who have played bath
teams feel about the two squads:

Coaches Opinions

Tom Frederick - Bensalem
Township: “1 think this year's
game will be a lot like last year's
with a touchdown deciding either

Courler Vimes uhmhl-r&wl-‘ll

ERTZEE

" Courler Times pbota by Mike Karnicky
are (kneeling, from left) Ellis Connor and Bart

Smith;
Mulder and Bob Tyrell.

(standing) Steve Gale, Bill Correll, Ken

way. Neshaminy has the edge
throwing the ball if the weather
conditions are favorable. At the
time we played them [ would have
had to go with Neshaminy, but
Pennsbury’s offense has improved
each week and their defense has
always been strong. So 1 would
have to pick them equal at this
time."" Bensalem lost to Neshami-
ny. 53-0. and to Pennsbury, 28-15.
Wayne Grube - Easton Area: [
think_they're_both great teams
Neshaminy has a quick scoring
threat in Joe Sroba, and Bob
Grupp has been throwing ex-
tremely well, Pennsbury used 1o
be strictly a running leam, but this
year they're more rounded. They
run and pass very well. I'm not
Eoing to attempt to pick one or the
other. 1 have to play both teams
again next year, and they're mean
enough without getting them riled
up.” Easton lost to Neshaminy,
55-14, and to Pennsbury, 42.0.
Walt Snyder - Council Rock:
“It’s hard to make comparisons
between Neshaminy and Penns-
bury, but I'd say on the basis of
overall personnel, Pennsbury is
stronger. But for four or five key
players (at ball handling positions)
I'd have to take Neshaminy.”
Council Rock lost 1o Neshaminy,

. . .coaches won’t say

on the game. They're two teams
of opposite composition and |
wouldn't have |he faintest idea on
the outcome.” Dieruff lost to
Pennsbury, 50-6, and to Neshami-
ny, 286,

Bill Moll - Bethlehem Free-
dom: “We were impressed with
both teams, They both have excel-
lent personnel and they both are
real sound both offensively and
defensively. Neither team makes
any mistakes, They win by causing
the other team to make mistakes.
I don’t think either team has a
weakness. Saturday’s game will be
one of the finest games around. [
won't pick a winner, but if either
team should make a mistake it
will probably come out on the
short end.” Freedom lost to Nes-
haminy, 20-6, and to Pennsbury,
1410,

Bob Buffman - Bethlehem Lib-
erty t's awlul tough to pick
between the two teams. Ordinari-
ly Neshaminy would have the
edge passing but Chuck Kane has
been going to the air a little more
and that evens it up. Pennsbury
has the edge defensively, but Nes-
haminy is more explosive.” Liber-
ty lost to Neshaminy, 340, and to
Pennsbury, 160,

Of the above, if you were keep-

34-8, and to Pennsbury, 37-8.
Jeep Bednarik - Allentown

Dieruff: “I don't have any opiriion  Saturday’s game will decide.

Rival coaching staffs

FINAL PREPARATIONS — At the top Neshaminy
High School coaching staff goes over final plans for
Saturday’s game with Pennsbury, The Neshaminy.
coaches are (from left) John Watto, Jack Swartz,

ing score, one coach picked Nes-
haminy and five couldn't decide.

Courier Times phota by Mike Karnicky

Courier Times photo by Jav Crawlord

head coach, Pal Allison, and Jerry Levans, Below
the Pennsbury staff made up of (from left) Ron Da-
vidson, Bud Baldwin, Al Matuza Jr., head coach
Chuck Kane, Bob Buckanavage and Max Micsion,




