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Doylestown, Souderton set to put it all on the line 
Altlwugh both have qualified for regionals, 
neither plans to hold back in Bux-Mont 
League championship game 

BY NEAL M. Bl!l.LIJCCI 
Staff Wliler 

Doylestown and Souderton ai•e 
the two best teams in the Bux-Mont 
League this year, and they're pretty 
evenly matched. 

Although it isn't all that signifi­
cant, tonight's championship game 
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Quakertown Memorial Park may be 
the last time these two teams get to 
face off against each other. So if any­
thing, it will be for bragging rights. 

Both .Rist 210 and Post 234 have 
already sealed up spots in the 
upcoming Region 2 Tournament 
that starts Tuesday. 

Souderton can give a big thanks 
to Doylestown though, because Post 
210's 7'6, 10-inning win over 
Perkiomen on Tuesday night auto­
matically assured Post 234 a berth 
in regional play. Doylestown 
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ly det'ending its Bux-Mont League 
regular season title with a 9-6 win 
over Hatfield on July 18. So if Post 
210 were to win the tournament, 

Diamonds' Batiste 
travels unique path 

It's been a long time. Almost 
seven years. to be exact 

Kim Batiste was a young reserve 
infielder for the Philadelphia 
Phillies and went from goat to hero 
in less than an hour, atoning for an 
error at third base with the game­
winning RBI single in Game 1 of 
the 1993 National League Champi­
onship Series against the Atlanta 
Braves. 

Fast forward to 2000. Batiste is 
still an infielder, playing for a team 
in Southeastern Pennsylvania. 
That's about all that's the same for 
Batiste, however. 

The last time he played in the big 
leagues was 54 games with the San 
Francisco Giants in 1996. Since, it's 
been one minor league town to 
another, with the most recent town 
being Quakertown with the Lehigh 
Valley Black Diamonds. 

On the field, the team was not 
good in the first half of the season, 
going 26-44 and finishing m last 
place in the Atlantic League's 
South Division. Batiste, however, is 
iooking forward to making a run at 
the second-half title. 

"There are just so many ihings 
that we've got to consider, that 
we've got mentally that are dis­
turbing us," he said last week at the 
Atlannc League All-Star Game in 
Somerset, N.J. 

"We're trying to put it all togeth­
er. It's like a big puzzle for us now. 
The moment we get that first piece, 
I'm pretty sure everything will fall 
into place. Right now, the challenge 
is good. It just makes you tough, 
mentally and physically." 

Batiste, 32, has stepped up as one 
of the leaders for Lehigh Valley. 
He's the oldest player on the team 

'and one of just two with major 
league experience - pitcher Mar­
shall Boze is the other. 

: · Off the field, the team's woes 
have been even more pronounced. 
The Black Diamonds haven't 
attracted big crowds to their tem­
porary home at Quakertown 
Memorial Park. Hotel and housing 
accommodations were so woeful 
that a group of players -not includ­
mg Batiste - are spending the sum­
mer at a campground. 

"It's the first time I've ever expe­
rienced this in my career in base­
ball," said Batiste, who joined the 
team in '99, when he was acquired 
in a trade with the Atlantic City 
Surf. "It never seems to amaze me, 
I guess. You never know wllat to 
expect in this game." 

As for playing in Quakertown, 
Batiste said that the fans there 
don't realize the brand of baseball 
they're missing. Attendance in 
other Atlantic League parks was 
-good through the first half of the 
season, including the All-Star 
Game that drew 7,035 in Somerset. 

Todd Tlwrpe 

Atlantic 
Lea111e 

"You can't really fault the town 
for being in the position that they 
are," he said. "At the same token, 
some people, including a lot of the 
fans, should have been (at the All­
Star Game) to see what the game 
was all about and give it a chance 
- to see how the game is played. I
think they'd enjoy it, because we
put in a lot of effort."

♦ 
How is it possible for a pitcher to 

get a save without actually throw­
ing a pitch? 

On Tuesday afternoon, Nashua 
right-bander Delfino Mejia came 
on in the sixth inning to relieve 
starter Larry Thomas. The Pride 
were leading the Black Diamonds 
at the time, 2-1. 

Before Mejia could deliver a 
pitch, however, the game was bait­
ed because of torrential rain and 
heavy winds. It was never 
resumed, and Nashua was awarded 
the victorY, since the required five 
innings were completed. 

Since he was officially in the 
game, Mejia was awarded his first 
save of the season. 

♦ 
One roster addition to note. Just 

before the all-star break, the Black 
Diamonds inked left-banded pitch• 
er Del Mathews, and he's paying 
dividends already. 

Against Atlantic City at home 
Saturday, Mathews pitched 2213 
innings of hitless relief to help the 
Black Diamonds to their first win 
of the second half, 14-6. He's 
pitched in three games and hasn't 
allowed a run in five-plus innings. 

Mathews pitched last year in the 
Pittsburgh Pirates organization 
with Double-A Altoona of the East­
ern League. 

♦ 
The Black Diamonds return 

home for a three-game series 
against Newark from July 28-30. 
Friday's and Saturday's games are 
at 7:05. Sunday's game is at 1:05. 

♦ 
Second-half standings 
(as of Wednesday) 

North Division: 1 .  Bridgeport (4-
0); 2. Nashua (4-1); 3. Long Island 
(2-3); 4. Newark (1-4). 

South Division: 1. Atlantic City 
(3·1); 2. Aberdeen (2-2); 3. Lehigh 
Valley (1-3); 4. Somerset (1-4). 

Todd Thorpe is a staff writer for
The Intelligencer. He can be

reached via e-mail at 

tthorpe@calkinsnewspapers.C()m 
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too, the second regional berth from 
the Bux-Moot league would go to 
the tournament runner-up, which 
would be Souderton. 

Souderton is 3--0 in the double 
elimination tournament, while 
Doylestown is 2-1. For Souderton to 
win the Bux-Mont title, all it must 
do is beat Doylestown once. But if 
Post 210 should win, a second game 
will follow at approximately 8 to 
decide the tournament champion. 

The question that remains is; will 
either team use one of its top pitch-
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tournament when they don't really 
have to? 

"Detweiler is going for us," Soud­
erton coach Pete Myers said. "He 

hasn't pitched since the Quaker­
town game, and we feel pretty for­
tunate to get where we are after 
only using him for five ionings in 
that situation. 

"We obviously want to win. We're 
happy we're in the situation we're 
in, but we want to continue playing 
well because I'm sure we're going 
to see some stiffer competition next 
week." 

Post 210 also possesses a deep 
pitching staff, but coach Brian 
Matusz said that he isn't going to 
play this game down either. 

"Wetre taking it very seriously," 
he said. "We haven't beaten them 

erton), and there is always that 
chance we'll meet up in regionals. 

"Tuthill is going to throw for us. 
Every time he's pitched at Quaker-

town, he's thrown a gem, so I expect 
him to come out and give a good 
perlormance." 

After Souderton beat Quaker­
town, 19-5, ill a play-in game, it set 
up a second round meeting with 
Doylestown. Saturday at Quaker­
town Memorial Park, Souderton 
used the strength of seven players 
recording at least two hits, and a 
complete game nine-hitter by 
pitcher Jordan Nyce to pick up. the 
10-3 win. Souderton then defeated
Perkiomen, 8-7, ill IO innings to
advance to the championship
Doylestown beat Hatfield, 10-7, in
the first elimination game, and
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l ucsday.
Leading the offensive charge for

Doylestown is last year's league 
MVP, catcher Bnan Oakes. In the 

playoffs, Oakes is 8-for-14 (.541). 
with five runs scored and three 
RBIs. The Souderton lineup is 
packed with a lot of power as well. 
Second baseman Justin Cooper is 7-
for-12 (.583) with seven runs scored 
and six RBIs during Post 234's play­
off run. 

So once again, these two evenly 
matched teams should provide a 
good contest. 

"! like this matchup We'll be a lit­
tle more relaxed, and I think you'll 
see a much better baseball game. 
We have the utmost respect for 
Doylestown. We like to play classy 
teams and they are a very high class 

\',e Hd\ e ::,ullltWillb lV p1vH,, 
Matusz said. "Every llme they've 
faced us they've beaten us, so we'd 
like to beat them here." 

lntellJgen�r file pboto 
Former CB West standout Andrew Elsing (right) hopes to get al least one sack in his final high school all-star game, the Big 33 Classic on 
Saturday in Hershey, like he did in the 1999 season opener aglilllst Upper Darby.

Elsing ready to answer the call 
CB West defensive 
end hopes to take 
advantage of being a 
late addition to the 
Big 33 roster 

BY NEAL M. BEi.LUCCi 
Sta/!Wri1er 

The phone call Andrew Elsing 
received from former Central Bucks 
West football coach Mike Pettme 
early last week was rather unex­
pected, but the news being deliv­
ered was rather exciting. 

Pettine, who will coach Pennsyl­
vania in Saturday night's Big 33 
Football Classic in Hershey, was 
calling to inform Elsing that he 
would be included on the roster as a 
defensive end. 

Approaching its 43rd anniversary, 
the Big 33 is widely renowned as the 
nation's finest scholastic all-star 
game, and aptly descnbed as "The 
Super Bowl of High School Foot­
ball." 

The players typically are headed 
to Division I or I-AA colleges and 
many go on to professional careers. 

Big 33 

The game's biggest claim to fame is 
that there has never been a Super 
Bowl played that did not include an 
a!Giru"l'US :!"o::: ±c B!ci 33 

Orlando Pace, of the Super Bowl 
winning St. Louis Rams, played in 
tlus game before going on to an All­
American career at Ohio State. 

Whether that same fate awaits 
West graduate Elsing, who will 
attend I-AA Rhode Island in the fall, 
won't be known for several years. 
But just play,.ng in high school's 
"Super Bowl" is good enough for 
now. 

"I was just amazed," said Elsing 
"I didn't think that I would get the 
honor to play ,vith these guys and 
coaches in the biggest all-star game 
m Pennsylvania " 

Elsing will forever be remem­
bered as the player who blocked the 
punt by Erie Cathedral Prep's Ed 
Hinkle in the 1999 PL'v\ Class 
AAAA championship, then scooped 
1t up and carried it two yards into 
the endzone for what became the 
winning touchdown in West's tlurd 
consecutive state title. 

The speed that he showed m 
blocking that kick, along ,vith mak­
ing several other spectacular plays 
throughout the 1998 and 1999 sea-

sons for the Bucks is one of the mam 
reasons, according to Pettine, that 
Elsing was added to the Pennsylva­
nia roster. 

The spot he filled was ong1Dally 
designated for lvlusa Smith. a smft 
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has signed with the University of 
Georgrn. Smith, though, injured his 
hand and will nnss the game 

"We evaluated our needs and the 
coaches were concerned that (the 
team) needed some depth at rush 
end," Pettine srud. "We felt that 
rather than bnngmg m another run­
ning back, we thought why not a 
rush end? 

"I ran the idea by the defensi,·e 
coach (Neil Gordon of Penn Hills) 
and he voted for speed, so I tlunk 
Andrew fills tlie bill. This game is 
made for him He's a pass rusher 
and teams have to throw 40 percent 
of the tnne, so he should have a good 
opportunity to make some plays." 

"I know Pettine and the coaches 
discussed speed from the outside." 
Elsing smd. "And they said some­
thmg about my 40 time ( 4 S sec­
onds) and said I could probably fill 
the position 1f they needed any 
backup. He could have used that 
(blocked punt) as an incentive, 
though." 

The last all-star game Elsmg 
played in was the Bob Sands :Memo-

• 

nal AU-Star Football Classic on 
June 10. He recorded one sack as 
the Bucks County North all-stars 
heat the South. 13-6 

The chance to bump hebnets with 
some of the best players from Ohio, 
:.: ·.re�! .:.: ":� !e2!::!T.2!�.: fynf" 
Pennsylvarua m the week of prac­
nce leadmg up to the game, should 
serve as a rernfic tune-up for the 
Aug 8 opening of Rhode Island's 
camp 

"It "ill be fun to strap on the pads 
with some others who are well 
kno\vn m tlus area," Elsing said "I 
kmd of thought my last game would 
ha,·e been the all-star game in our 
area. 

'"1' d be tlmlled to make an impact 
I'd love to have at least one sack, 
since the whole reason the) ·re 
bringing me in 1s to rush the passer, 
so l"d be disappomted if I didn't get 
at least one (sack) " 

And the Big 33 game ,nil not only 
make for some great stones to pass 
along to his new teammates at URI. 
but should also giYe him the chance 
to make some ne,.�.- friends as well 

"The opportunity to make some 
new fnends is great," he srud 'Tve 
always heard about the kids going to 
the D-1 schools bigger than ffillle. s9 
it \\1Jl be a little bit of a change to 
play »ith them. hut it will be a great 
expenence 

Local Scoreboard 

Neshaminy's Petercuskie headed to state Hall Local Schedule 
Today 
BASEBALL 

Fonner coach made a 
name for himself in 
pro atµl college ranks 

BY ANDY VINEIEAG 
SraffWriur 

John Petercuskie coached high 
school foolball at Neshaminy 90 kq 
ago, many of his former playen are 
now grandfathers. His tinal game 
with the Redskins was in 1965. 

C'l..;11 ')IC' ��-:-.,T"" 1, .. "'.,. 1,;� T'li'""' �rt 
reputation· cany great weight on 
Heartbreak Ridge. 
· And across �lvania.
. :,FridaY, � will receiw a

Football 

long-overdue honor when he is 
inducted into the Pennsylvania 
Scholastic Football Coaches Associ­
ation Hall of Fa.-ne. The cer.,mony 
will take place at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Hershey Lodge in conjunction with 
8aturday's Big 33 high school all­
star game between Pennsylvania 
and Ohio. 

"l never even knew they had a 
scholastic Hall of Fame," Peter­
cuskie, 75, said from his home on 
Cape Cod. "But I'm very honored. I
A�iflltp P\1Pf'V thina thAf PWr 
happened to me at Nesbaminy. Any­
thing we accomplished was because 
of the kids we had and the assistant 
coache8 I worked with." 

Don't let Petercuskie's humility 
fool you. His record is staggering. 

After five successful seasons as a 
co-head coach with Harry Franks, 
Petercuskie took over the 
Neshaminy program in 1960 at age 
35. Over the next six years, the Red­
skins went 59-1-5, including a 51-
game unbeaten streak from 1961-65.

And then, suddenly, he was gone, 
off to Dartmouth University to 
begin a long and successful career 
as a college and NFL assistant 

''It was a sad loss to Neshaminy 
and Lower Bucks football when he 
left," said Jack Stricker, a 1961 
Npq�Afflinv �rl11AtP who c:rnTPc1 
150 points for the Redskms m 1960. 
"He's one of the nicest people I've 
ever known, and the best football 
coach I ever played for.

"He taught us a lot of thmgs, espe­
cially about loyalty -to the team, to 
the people we played with and to 
our school." 

Most longtime Neshaminy sup­
porters are probably shocked to 
learn that ifs taken Petercu.skie :his 
long to be inducted into the state 
Hall of Fame. The reason, quite sim­
ply, is he hasn't been eligible - and 
technically still isn't. 

Current Nesbaminy coach Mark 
Schmidt, one of two District One rep­
resentatives (aloog with retired Cen­
tral Bucks West coach Mike Pettine) 
on the Hall of Fame committee, 
exnlained that Petercuskie dido 't 
meet two ot tne cntena necessary 10r 
induction - years as a head coach 
and at least 100 victones. 

But after Petercuskie's son, 

Jerry, nominated him for mduc!Jon 
this year, his name was presented 
before the 37 coaches on the com­
mittee. His mduction was approved 
unanimously. 

"I totally took for granted that he 
,;as t1!re2d�- i!l,'1 said �c��.!d!, �1.-!!'.) 
is in his second year on the commit­
tee. "When his nomination was 
brought up, all 37 coaches unani­
mously voted him in, even though 
he missed in two of the ciiteria 
That's how super he is." 

Schmidt has formed a special 
relationship with Petercuskie since 
commg to Neshaminy in 1995. 

"Mark puts me on a pedestal I 
aon t 0t:::1ong ua, 1 uu ...,u-=,n,..., .:iaiu 

"He treats me like a king I'm ;-1 

Neshaminy rooter because he's 
there." 
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Legion 
8u�•Mont League Playoffs 

SecorldR01.11'K1 
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Salurdly Game a S-Oudertcn 10 Doy1esiown 3 
Game� Pe;kio:,,er 13 Haijreld 10

Sim,y 

Monday 
Game 5 Ooyles1�1fil 0D 4a:'81d 7 
Game 6 $oodf, iC1 E 0£>•�.'()r-,er i 10 "l� 
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Game 7 JJiJ es'O'.I" • :-� , ·~i 5 1: ,nnr:::: · Tomgh1 -
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